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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: CARRYING THE TORCH 

Harry E. Salyards 

Last fall, during one of my frequent trips to my daughter in Boston, I revisited Walden 
Pond. Given that Henry David Thoreau is the American author with whom I feel the greatest 
personal affinity, I found myself standing within the stone markers indicating his cabin site, looking 
down through the pines to the Pond, trying to imagine it was 1845 once again, with America on the 
verge of becoming quite a different country. . .and then, walking on, still thinking of 
Transformations, I started picking up acoms, and considering the mighty oaks into which they 
might grow. 1 brought a few of those acoms home with me, and carefully potted and watered them: 
two inside in our greenhouse, and two outside, to face the Nebraska winter under a layer of wood 
mulch. 


None germinated. 

It can be that way, too, for all of our best efforts to interest new collectors. As we dream of 
the “oaks” our collections might become, we plant “acoms” for others, hoping that they’ll come 
to share such dreams as ours. Few do. It takes too much sustained effort for some. Others want 
guarantees: of grades, or price advances, or simply dealer interest when they decide to sell. One 
disappointed whiner in the latter category recently wrote a letter to one of the coin papers stating he 
was switching to collecting old records at thrift stores: ‘where your 50 cent purchase could be 
worth $100!’ That suggests another dimension to the problem: if the realistic chance of getting 
something for nothing is a fundamental part of your collecting strategy, you’re about 40 years too 
late. Bags of Unc. Morgans at $1200, or common date ‘Saints’ at 45 bucks, not to mention S- 
VDB’s in petty change, are not coming back! 

Which posits a limit to interest created even by the State Quarters program. How many 
people are scanning their change carefully for the new issues as they come out, versus how many 
are buying rolls and bags and ‘signed and sealed’ silver “MS-69s”? No one knows the relative 
numbers; but I’d submit that there are a higher proportion of potential serious collectors in the 
former group, and more eventual whiners in the latter (‘nobody wants to pay me a profit!’). 

Numismatists collect coins; suckers collect coin packaging. 

All we can do is continue to carry the torch for serious numismatics— ’serious’ as defined 
by dedicated study, by the way, and not by ‘trophy’ purchases! (Who would you rather have for a 
roommate at a coin convention— a collector who could spend a week puzzling out the layers of 
meaning on a 50-dollar copper, or Mr. Megabucks, who just wrote a seven-figure check to add his 
name to the pedigree on some concocted rarity?) But in doing so, we have to acknowledge that we 
will often fail— fail to adequately communicate this shared passion we feel, for objects which the 
wider world regards with indifference, or even disdain. (‘You spent WHAT for THAT?’) Near the 
end of Walden, Thoreau acknowledges, “I do not say that John or Jonathan will realize all of this”: 
meaning the average Briton or American of his time. The same can be said for our ongoing efforts 
to persuade the average coin collector of the particular fascination of early American coins. But that 
doesn’t mean we should stop trying. 
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Walter Breen’s Half Cent Collection in 1955 

Gregg A. Silvis 

In the February 1955 issue of Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine, Walter Breen penned an 
article concerning overdates. 1 2 In response to this article, Bill Weber wrote a letter to Breen in 
which he mentioned the omission of the error date in the 1851 half cent. In addition, Mr. Weber 
posed questions concerning the condition census for 1804 Gilbert 1 1 (Cohen 5) and the rarity of 

1 794 Gilbert 3 (Cohen 8). Breen responded to Mr. Weber’s letter with a typed, single-spaced 

2 

page and a half letter dated August 1, 1955. 

As regards the date of the 1851 half cent, Breen wrote, “So far only three other people 
seem to have noticed the error 1 in date in 1 85 1 . I really did know of it when I first started the 
book in 1951. 3 There were two obverse dies made, according to Longacre’s die accounts still 
extant in the Archives, but apparently only the one was actually used. The same die was used on 
both proofs and regular business strikes.” Breen then ventures that Mr. Weber’s 1804 Gilbert 1 1 
is “of Condition Census grade” and that 1794 Gilbert 3 is a “Rarity 6 item. . ..there are only 12 or 
13 known.” 

Then, in a most fortuitous circumstance, Breen enumerates his current half cent holdings. 
He prefaces this listing with the comment, “There are gaps in my collection which probably will 
not be filled. Trouble is, I accept no half-cent unless it is either a rarity or a Condition Census 
coin; and in 1825-57 nothing short of Unc.” The following table includes all coins mentioned by 
Breen in the order in which he listed them. Breen identified these coins using a combination of 
Gilbert numbers and/or his own continuous numbering system, e.g., Breen #12 was equivalent to 
1794 C-8. Grades appear if any were indicated, and any comments are direct quotes. In the final 
column of the table, an attempt has been made to indicate those coins which appear in the 
Condition Census sections of the Breen Half Cent Encyclopedia. Since specific coins were not 
mentioned for 1804, the Condition Census listing of specific varieties for this year is speculation 
at best. 


1 Walter H. Breen, “Recut Dates and Overdates.” Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 21 (2) 1955: 161-168. 

2 Bill Weber has kindly shared the original Breen letter with the author. All following quotations from 
Walter Breen are taken from this letter. 

3 “The book” is presumed to be Breen’s initial effort on half cents that ultimately resulted in the publication 
of his Half Cent Encyclopedia. 
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Date 

Variety 

Grade 

Comment 

Half Cent Encyclopedia 
Condition Census 

1794 

C-lb 


“G-9 with small edge 
letters, as in the other 
varieties; the regular G-9 
has large edge letters. #5b 
[C-lb] is Rarity 8” 

p. 92 4 


C-8 

F15 



1795 

C-2b 

AU50 

“yes, a Gilbert 8!” 

p. 143 


C-2b 

Fine 

“duplicate” 

p. 143(?) 


C-3 

Fine 

“fourth best” 

p. 145 

1797 

C-3b 

Good 

“picked up in a junk tray” 



C-3a 


“ditto” 5 


1802 

C-2 


“the regular 1802, with a 
beautiful reverse” 

p. 207(?) 

1803 

C-4 

EF 

“probably 3 rd best” 

p. 221 


C-2 

VG 



1804 



“all the rare 1804’s except 
the G-l [C-l 1]” 



C-l 



p. 227 


C-3 



p. 232 


C-4 



p. 229 


C-5 



p. 235 


C-6 



p. 242 


C-l 



p. 237 


C-9 



p. 247 


C-10 



p. 248-9 

1805 

C-l 

Unc 




C-3 

VG 

“equal to the Dupont 
coin” 

p. 265(7) 


4 According to the Breen Condition Census, this coin appeared as lot 80 in the 1954 American Numismatic 
Association Convention sale. That lot description reads “1794 G.9. Obverse is reddish brown, showing 
only the slightest of wear. Reverse is dark, sharp and has even erosion. V. Fine.” 

5 This is interpreted to mean “picked up in a junk tray; Good.” 
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Date 

Variety 

Grade 

Comment 

Half Cent Encyclopedia 
Condition Census 

1806 

C-2 

Fine 

“space filler” 


1807 

C-l 

Unc 

“part red” 


1808 

C-2 

EF45 

“with the heavy break” 

p. 285 6 7 

1809 

C-4 



p. 295 


C-2 





C-l 


-y 

“the new variety” 

p. 297 

1810 

C-l 

Unc 

“red” 

p. 309 

1811 

? 


“a freak” 



Breen concludes this enumeration of his half cent holdings with . .and a set of the 
common late dates 1825-1857 Unc. except 1825 G-2 [C-l], 1831, 1832 G-l [C-2] and 3 [C-3], 

33, 34, 35 G-2 [C-l], 49 and 50. I will pay up to triple catalogue for a bright red 1849 LD or 
1850 provided that the redness is from the mint and not from cyanide.” 

The final paragraph of Breen’s letter reads: “The half-cent book still awaits completion of 
the plates. Some revisions have had to be made in text and numbering as new varieties appeared. 
I think it just as well that it was not published last year as originally planned, as these new 
varieties would have upset the applecart.” Little did Breen realize at that time that twenty eight 
years would intervene before he would see the publication of his Half Cent Encyclopedia. A 
special acknowledgement is due Bill Weber for providing the opportunity for this numismatic 
snapshot from 1955. 

Editor’s Note : And I would second that acknowledgement-with the melancholy realization that we 
will all miss Bill Weber’s willingness to share his knowledge— and in this case, his unique historical 
perspective— with his fellow collectors. 


6 This is another coin from the 1954 American Numismatic Association Convention sale. This coin, lot 
105, was described “1808/7. G.l. Heavy die break over TY in Liberty Rare. Ext. Fine.” 

7 Breen explains, “The new 1809, if you did not hear about it, has the Gilbert 3 obverse (uncracked die) 
with reverse showing point of high leaf NR of S (i.e. just slightly left of right side); leaf point at D under 
center of upright; berry under tail of R; 23 rd leaf under right of center of C in AMERICA. Guide lines 
between D S, S O, F A, but these fade out. Crack through ERICA. Weak (die injury) at lower wreath, 
ribbon and UNIT. 2 known; condition census 15-8.” 
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New Jersey Coppers, Part 62: Maris 73-aa, 73.5-ii, 75-bb, 76-cc and 77-dd 

Ray Williams 

So much exciting has been happening in the world of colonials. As I write this, Michael Hodder is 
busy cataloging the first of the John Ford Sales. It’s scheduled to be auctioned this October and of interest 
specifically to the readers of this article, there will be 1 19 different NJ varieties represented. I’ve heard 
from Mike that there have been several mis-reports of the grades of the Ford NJs that have appeared in this 
census over the years. Also, there are varieties in the collection that are unknown to this census. There will 
be much of interest to students of this series. Beside the fabulous coins that will be auctioned over time, I 
understand that George Kolbe will sell the Ford Library over two auctions. The NJs will contain many of 
the finest known and a half dozen different discovery coins. When my catalog arrives, the shades will be 
pulled down, the phone taken off the hook and the coffeepot fired up. John Ford couldn’t have picked a 
better cataloger, or a better time for his coins to enter the market. I’ll move on now, before Stack’s feels 
obligated to send me a paycheck... 

With the Ford collection being dispersed, the number of 100+ variety collections is diminishing. 
I’m aware of three collectors that have over 100 varieties, and I’d assume there are one or two that I don’t 
know about. Thanks to John Griffee and others, the number of NJ variety collectors has increased greatly 
starting in the early 90’s. Today, a collection of 50 to 60 varieties is very respectable and shows a 
determination and purpose to specialize in this series. Owning 60 to 80 varieties is very admirable. 
Acquiring 80 different varieties today is as difficult as it was to acquire 90 varieties 15 years ago. The 
world class collections that we’re all familiar with, the named sales of NJ Coppers, have had between 80 
and 100 varieties. As time goes on and the large collections get sold off, the number of die varieties in 
important collections will decrease. The question in my mind is will the limited number of NJ Coppers 
control the size of the collector base, or will the number of collectors control how large variety collections 
will be... 


The Stack’s Sale is not the only auction making news... The C4 Sale will be held this November 
in Boston and has as its core consignment the Griffee Reference Collection of St Patrick’s Farthings. This 
is the collection that John has assembled while doing research for his upcoming book on St Patrick’s 
Farthings. The Farthing and “Halfpenny” were plated by Dr. Maris in his classic reference, and designated 
as Maris varieties 1 A and 2B. I think most NJ variety collectors strive to have at least one of each. The 
true rarity of the different varieties of St Patrick Farthing varieties has been severely underestimated in the 
past. We’re all looking forward to John’s book being published. 

One last thought before we talk about this issue’s varieties... The ANA Summer Convention will 
be held in Baltimore this year. There are two meetings that you must make an effort to attend, the first 
being the EAC Meeting, held Friday August 1 st at 9:00 AM in Room 319. The second meeting is the C4 
General Meeting being held on Saturday August 2 nd at 9:00 AM in Room 319. I hope to see you at both 
meetings. Please introduce yourself as I always enjoy placing faces with names and meeting other 
collectors. 

This is the last census where the average NJ variety collector will have his coins represented. The 
next and last of these census reports will be in the September issue of Penny-Wise and will include 
varieties starting with obverse 79 and continuing to the end. These are the very scarce contemporary 
counterfeits usually having a poorly executed design, but we’ll talk about them in September. For now 
we’ll start looking at the Maris 73-aa 
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Maris 73-aa: Rarity 5 


Dr. Maris was aware of only three 
specimens of the 73-aa, and all three were 
overstruck on CT Coppers. This obverse is one 
of the “Plaited Mane” varieties, so called for the 
style of the horse’s mane. Almost always the 
NOVA part of the legend is missing due to a 
combination of die failure and strike. The 
Taylor lot 2278 is an exception to this rule. 



Five pointed stars punctuate the obverse and reverse legends. The obverse reads “NOVA * C7ESAREA 
*” and the reverse, “* E * PLURIBUS * UNUM Typically this variety is found struck on host 
coins. The most common undertypes are CT Coppers but you can find these struck on Vermonts, Nova 
Constellatios, Nova Eboracs, Counterfeit Halfpennies (including Machin’s), MA Half Cent and foreign 
coins. The most interesting undertype I've seen is a Georgius Triumpho, discovered by Dennis Wierzba. 
There have been rumors of this undertype existing, but now I’ve actually seen one. What makes this 
undertype special is that if proves that the Georgius Triumpho was struck in Washington’s lifetime, and not 
well into the 1800s, as are many of the 1783 dated Washington pieces. This could have even been struck in 
the year that the coin is dated! Great find Dennis! The Maris 73-aa is accepted currently to be a Rarity 5. 


Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

73-aa 

Eastern Collector 

AU 

Sherr 


73-aa 

R August 

EF+ 


o/s 1788 CT 

73-aa 

Eastern Collector 

EF+ 

H Smith 


73-aa 

C Young 

EF 

O’Donnell lot 170; Picker lot 245 

Breen Plate coin 
#935 

73-aa 

Pacific Northwest Collector 

EF 

Anton; Blaisdel; Spiro 

73-aa 

D Menchell 

EF 

H Garrett lot 1441; B&R 1/81 lot 34 


73-aa 

CA Collector #3 

VF+ 

Rescigno privately; Frontenac, 
Ford; Boyd; Brand; Hall; Parmelee 

o/s 1775 ctft Brit 1/2 d 

73-aa 

L Terrell 

VF+ 

B&M 3/95, Garrett 

o/s 87 CT 

73-aa 

NJHS 

VF+ 

Frederick Canfield 

d/s 

73-aa 

Northeastern Collector 

VF 

Sherr 


73-aa 

E Kucia 

VF 

Valenziano, B&M 11/93 L2023 


73-aa 

J Lorenzo 

VF 

Taylor L2279; Pine Tree 


73-aa 

M Mayhugh 

VF 


o/s VT RR 19 or 20 

73-aa 

R Moore 

VF 

Heritage 9/99 lot 5383 

o/s CT M37.8-HH 

73-aa 

D Palmer 

VF 


rough 

73-aa 

C Young 

VF 

Oechsner LI 31 5 


73-aa 

Western Collector 

VF 

FCC Boyd; Spiro 


73-aa 

D Gladfelter 

VF 

Frontenac L233 


73-aa 

S Martin 

VF 



73-aa 

Maine Collector #1 

F-VF 

N Pullen 

o/s Nova Eborac 

73-aa 

P Scherff 

F 

Rescigno, Taylor L2277 


73-aa 

Ocean NJ Collector 

F 

Rinaldo FPL 12/91 L36 

o/s 1788 CT 

73-aa 

ANS 

F 



73-aa 

CA Collector #3 

F 

Parmelee L440 


73-aa 

R Williams 

F 

Ringo, Taylor L2280 


73-aa 

D Wierzba 

VG+ 



73-aa 

G Webb 

VG 

Rock, B&M 11/92 L2376 

o/s 87 CT M33.37-Z.9 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

73-aa 

C Schettino 

VG 

M Wierzba 


73-aa 

L Terrell 

VG 


2 holes 

73-aa 

ANS 

VG 


one o/s Geo III ctft 

73-aa 

NY Collector #4 

G+ 



73-aa 

D Wierzba 

G 



73-aa 

ANS 

G 

Harold Gillingham 


73-aa 

G Lyman 

AG+ 

Ebay 


73-aa 

G Lyman 

AG 

C Young 




C4 Newsletter Vol 9 Nuni 1 


Maris 73 14 -ii: Rarity 8 

The Maris 73 !4-jj is presently unique. The story of this discovery coin was 
written up in the Spring 2000 C4 Newsletter in an article co-authored by Richard 
August and Dennis Wierzba. I always enjoy reading about discoveries - it gives me 
hope that there’s still something out there that can be found. The 7314 obverse is 
similar in style to the 73; thus it’s designation. The jj was used for the reverse 
because it was the next alphabetical designation. Why is it that when a new obverse 
is discovered, it is given the “14” designation added to the variety it most closely 
resembles? BUT when there’s a new reverse discovered, regardless of how similar it 
is to other reverses, it is just given the next available alphabetical designation... Just 
something I've pondered... This particular coin was discovered by Richard August 
while visiting coin shops at the time of the Bower’s & Ruddy Garrett Sale. Both 
obverse and reverse are missing details in the legends. I’ll let the picture of the coin 
speak for itself with respect to attribution points. What a great find! 


Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

73 14-jj 

R August 

F 


o/s CT 


Maris 75-bb: Rarity 4 


Why is there a series of “Running Fox” varieties? There have been articles written and 
speculations made, but no hard evidence has come to light (yet) to let us know who made these coins, 
where they were made and why the “Fox” was placed in the reverse legend. It is known for a fact that John 
Bailey made NJ Coppers. We have his 
testimony in court as to that fact. He may 
have been contracted by either Mould or 
Ogden to supply coins because of their 
inability to meet their production schedules. 

Some speculate that it was he who placed the 
animal in the legend. Our hope is that 
someday someone will uncover an unknown 
document that will solve the mystery. There is 
so much unknown in the colonial field that 

still remains to be discovered. stack’s, 0 - Donnell Sale Lot 171 




As in the past, I will not look at the 74-bb census because John Griffee has already. I’ll refer you 
to the work John had done in the July 1995 issue of Penny-Wise . I do want to take a minute here, while 
talking about the Running Fox varieties, and just update something that John had discussed in his census 
work on the 74-bb. Dr. Maris had called the 74-bb a “Coulterless” variety when he wrote his book. John 
had concluded that he was not “totally convinced” that this is not a Coulterless variety. There are a couple 
high-grade specimens out there and I have seen a strong coulter and swingletree. The Kissner (Damon 
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Douglas) specimen shows both of these features of the plow. The myth of this being a coulterless variety 
can be put to rest. 

The Maris 75-bb is the first of the “Running Fox” varieties that we will look at today. If you take 
a look at the bottom right section of the Maris Plate, you’ll notice that all the “running fox” varieties have a 
distinctive thick straight plow beam and an obvious shield design. This is the second most common of the 
running foxes, with the Maris 77-dd being the easiest to locate. I have heard some say that on high-grade 
specimens, the “fox” appears to be a horse in the running position. A friend recently posted a picture of 
this animal on the colonial egroup and it looked like a horse to me. The obverse has a prominent die break 
that extends from the left of the date to the first quatrefoil in the legend. According to Breen, there is 
supposed to be one example rumored to have no obverse die break, but he had never seen it, nor have I. 
This break is diagnostic on even low-grade examples. The “fox” in the reverse legend is before the first 
quatrefoil. The bottom point of the shield touches the stem of the sprigs. It is not difficult to find an 
attractive example of the 75-bb. 

With respect to rarity, Maris thought the 75-bb to be “scarce” and Breen thought this was more 
common than an R-3 (more than 250 examples known to exist). I think he was mistaken and I agree with 
Mike Hodder in the O’Donnell Sale where he had felt this is a R-4, 76 to 1 50 examples exist. 


Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

75-bb 

Western Collector 

UNC 

FCC Boyd; Stickney 

75-bb 

Eastern Collector 

AU 


75-bb 

CA Collector #3 

EF+ 

Roper lot 314 

75-bb 

R August 

EF+ 


75-bb 

NJHS 

EF/AU 

Frederick Canfield 

75-bb 

Pacific Northwest Collector 

EF 

R August 

75-bb 

Unknown 

EF 

A Pietri; Frontenac lot 236 

75-bb 

Noted Midwest Collector 

EF 


75-bb 

F Stillinger 

VF+ 

M&G 3rd C4 11/97 lot 379; 




Rescigno; Oechsner; Spiro 

75-bb 

M Wierzba 

VF+ 

D Wierzba 

75-bb 

Northeastern Collector 

VF+ 


75-bb 

D Menchell 

VF+ 

Norweb lot 1381; Numismatic 

CROSBY PLATE 




Galleries 5/53 

COIN 

75-bb 

R Moore 

VF 

EAN 2/93 lot 66 

75-bb 

J Lorenzo 

VF 


75-bb 

NY Collector #4 

VF 


75-bb 

L Shane 

VF 

M Ringo 

75-bb 

D Wierzba 

VF 


75-bb 

Noted Midwest Collector 

VF 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

cleaned 

75-bb 

D Palmer 

F+ 


75-bb 

P Scherff 

F+ 

Stack's 11/88 lot 1271 

75-bb 

D Wierzba 

F+ 


75-bb 

C Young 

F+ 

L Briggs 

75-bb 

C Schettino 

F+ 

C Young 

75-bb 

M Soyka 

F+ 


75-bb 

NJ Collector #4 

F 


75-bb 

G Lyman 

F 

M&G 11/97 

75-bb 

S Martin 

F 

Monmouth Coins 

75-bb 

F McGrath 

F 


75-bb 

S Schaffer 

F 


75-bb 

S Tanenbaum 

F 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

75-bb 

C Young 

F 

T Reynolds 

75-bb 

KS Collector #1 

F 


75-bb 

ANS 

F 


75-bb 

S Martin 

F 


75-bb 

R Williams 

VG/F 

T Rinaldo 

75-bb 

K Schlemmer 

VG 


75-bb 

R Blaha 

VG 

T Rinaldo 

75-bb 

NJ Collector #4 

VG 


75-bb 

R Connell 

VG 


75-bb 

E Kucia 

VG 

D Valenziano; T Rinaldo 

75-bb 

Ocean NJ Collector 

VG 


75-bb 

S Tanenbaum 

VG 


75-bb 

ANS 

VG 


75-bb 

D Palmer 

G+ 


75-bb 

R Williams 

G+ 


75-bb 

D Townson 

G 



Comments | 


Maris 76-cc: Rarity 7+ 


The Maris 76-cc is one of the classic 
rarities in the NJ Census. Dr. Maris considered 
his example to be the most valuable NJ in his 
entire collection. Although it might be debated as 
to it being the most valuable, it’s one of the most 
valuable. Besides being a desirable running fox 
variety, there are a couple other unique 
characteristics to be seen. On the obverse, the 
legend is punctuated with one star and one 
quatrefoil. On the reverse, the “fox” is positioned 
before the final quatrefoil in the legend - on the right side of the shield. My work for this variety is very 
simple; there are only four examples known to exist and they all are accounted for. For us average 
collectors, our only hope is to find a worn misattributed example. The last auction appearance was lot 172 
in the Stack’s O’Donnell Sale January 16, 2001. This is an R-7+ variety. 



Stack’s, O’Donnell Sale, Lot 172 


Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

76-cc 

CA Collector #3 

VF+ 

O'Donnell lot 172; H Garrett lot 
1447; JW Garrett lot 1482; Maris lot 

MARIS PLATE COIN 

76-cc 

Western Collector 

VF+ 

492 

FCC Boyd Estate; Hall; Brand 


76-cc 

Eastern Collector 

F 

Terranova 


76-cc 

Eastern Collector 

VG/G 

Oechsner lot 1318; Spiro lot 1622 



Maris 77-dd: Rarity 2 


Stack's, O’Donnell Sale, Lot 173, EDS 




The Maris 77-dd is in many of our 
collections. Dr. Maris decided to include a variety 
on his plate called a 78-dd. He believed this to be a 
different obverse than the 77, but he was mistaken. 
The 78 is a late die state of the 77. In 1956, Bill 
Anton discovered an intermediate die state and 
designated it as a Maris ll'A-AA. Although given a 
new die variety designation, it is in reality a die 
state of the 77 obverse. The cataloger of the Griffee 
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Collection stated in the lot description for 117 that he felt, 77+ and 78 should be delisted . When brought 
up for discussion at a NJ Copper Symposium some years ago, the overwhelming majority of those present 
agreed that the 11 'A and the 78 designations are technically incorrect and that all three die states should be 
classified as the 77-dd with the Roman Numeral I, II or III following to distinguish the die state. 1 don’t 
think that was confusing. What is significant about the die states is that the middle die state is genuinely 
scarce and seldom encountered. Many variety collectors obtained these as varieties and bought them as 
such, myself included. So if you counted 
these as varieties in your collection, you 
must now subtract them from your total. 

(Sorry David) 


M & G 3 rd C4, Lot 383, MDS 

When distinguishing the die states, I make the following 
observations: 77-dd-I has no die breaks, 77-dd-lI has an obverse die break 
through the scroll and the mane of the horse, 77-dd-III has an additional break 
above the horses head AND a reverse die break along the left edge of the 
shield. In the Spring Quartette sale and in the Griffee Sale, the cataloger has 
the 77 listed as an R-2. I agree with these catalogers. 


M & G, Griffee Sale Lot 1 17, LDS 




Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

77-dd 

CA Collector #3 

UNC 

M Ringo 

EDS 

77-dd 

77-dd 

Noted Midwest Collector 
Eastern Collector 

UNC 

UNC 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

EDS 

77-dd 

Pacific Northwest Collector 

AU 

A Lustig; B&M 3/92 loti 448; H 
Garrett; B&M 10/80 lot 1483; JW 
Garrett; Maris 6/1886 lot 493 

EDS 

77-dd 

Pacific Northwest Collector 

AU 

Terranova; Naftzger; Taylor lot 
2287; JW Garrett lot 1485; Maris lot 
494 

LDS 

77-dd 

CA Collector #3 

EF+ 

Superior 

LDS 

77-dd 

CA Collector #3 

EF+ 

S Sherr; Weber 

MDS 

77-dd 

R August 

EF+ 


EDS 

77-dd 

R August 

EF+ 


MDS 

77-dd 

R August 

EF+ 


LDS 

77-dd 

NJHS 

EF/AU 

Frederick Canfield 

LDS 

77-dd 

NJHS 

EF/AU 

Frederick Canfield 

LDS 

77-dd 

NJHS 

EF/AU 

Frederick Canfield 

EDS 

77-dd 

Pacific Northwest Collector 

EF 

M&G 1 1/97 lot 383; CA Collector 
#3; T Rinaldo; EAN 

MDS 

77-dd 

Unknown 

EF 

A Pietri 

LDS 

77-dd 

J Lorenzo 

VF+ 

B&M Schenkel lot 5501 

EDS 

77-dd 

C Schettino 

VF+ 

B&M 11/91, L2375 

LDS 

77-dd 

R Moore 

VF+ 

M&G Barnes lot 106; D Mituzas 

LDS 

77-dd 

H Pietila 

VF+ 

Stack's CG 11/98 

LDS 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

77-dd 

F Stillinger 

VF+ 

M&G 1st C4 10/95 lot 116; J 
Griffee: Hall: Brand: Bareford 

EDS 

77-dd 

Northeastern Collector 

VF 


EDS 

77-dd 

G Ivey 

VF 

Griffee privately; Ben Lieu; London 
Coin Shop 

EDS 

77-dd 

G Lyman 

VF 

Stack's 

EDS 

77-dd 

D Wierzba 

VF 


LDS 

77-dd 

D Townson 

VF 


EDS 

77-dd 

L Terrell 

VF 

Stack's 2/98 

LDS 

77-dd 

D Wierzba 

VF 

Griffee privately; R August 

EDS 

77-dd 

K Schlemmer 

VF 

EAN 4/00 lot 1091 

LDS 

77-dd 

D Menchell 

VF 

Oechsner lot 1319; Spiro lot 1623 

EDS 

77-dd 

Noted Midwest Collector 

VF 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

LDS 

77-dd 

ANS 

VF 


EDS 

77-dd 

M Mayhugh 

VF 

J Rock FPL #10 lot 306 

LDS 

77-dd 

R Williams 

VF 

Mituzas, Rescigno LI 656 

EDS 

77-dd 

ANS 

VF 


LDS 

77-dd 

M Wierzba 

FA/F 

M&G 3rd C4 Auction 

LDS 

77-dd 

M Sands 

F+ 

T Madigan; C Kirtley MBS 1/86 lot 
679 

LDS 

77-dd 

S Martin 

F+ 


DS 1 

77-dd 

Maine Collector #1 

F+ 

N Pullen 

LDS 

77-dd 

L Terrell 

F+ 

Colonial Trading 

LDS 

77-dd 

M Wierzba 

F+ 


LDS 

77-dd 

Ocean NJ Collector 

F+ 

M Ringo 4/91 

EDS 

77-dd 

C Schettino 

F+ 

J Skalbe 

EDS 

77-dd 

S Martin 

F+ 

Monmouth Coins 

EDS 

77-dd 

ANS 

F+ 

WL Thompson 

LDS 

77-dd 

L Terrell 

F+ 

B&M 7/97 

EDS 

77-dd 

R Williams 

F+ 

Mituzas, Frontenac 

LDS 

77-dd 

Noted Midwest Collector 

F+ 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

EDS 

77-dd 

F Stillinger 

F+ 

EAC Sale 5/96 lot 45 

LDS 

77-dd 

ANS 

F+ 


LDS 

77-dd 

M Wierzba 

F 

D Wierzba, M&G Barnes L437 

EDS 

77-dd 

D Palmer 

F 

D Mituzas 

LDS 

77-dd 

P Scherff 

F 

Stack's 11/88 lot 304 

EDS 

77-dd 

S Schaffer 

F 


EDS 

77-dd 

Northeastern Collector 

F 


LDS 

77-dd 

NY Collector #4 

F 


EDS 

77-dd 

NJ Collector #4 

F 


LDS 

77-dd 

F McGrath 

F 


EDS 

77-dd 

F McGrath 

F 


LDS 

77-dd 

ANA 

F 


EDS 

77-dd 

NY Collector #4 

F 


LDS 

77-dd 

S Tanenbaum 

F 


EDS 

77-dd 

S Tanenbaum 

F 


LDS 

77-dd 

S Martin 

F 

D Wnuck 

DS III 

77-dd 

M Soyka 

F 


LDS 

77-dd 

M Soyka 

F 


EDS 

77-dd 

ANS 

F 


EDS 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

77-dd 

R Williams 

F 

M&G 6th C4 lot 1389 

LDS 

77-dd 

R Moore 

VG+ 

D Wierzba 

EDS 

77-dd 

M Mayhugh 

VG+ 

J Rock FPL #10 lot 304 

EDS 

77-dd 

G Ivey 

VG+ 

Griffee privately; EAN 5/88 lot 120; 
EAN 1/88 lot 109 

LDS 

77-dd 

KS Collector #1 

VG+ 


EDS 

77-dd 

E Stecewicz 

VG+ 

B Miller 

LDS 

77-dd 

ANS 

VG+ 


LDS 

77-dd 

Northeastern Collector 

VG+ 

H Rescigno 

MDS 

77-dd 

M Soyka 

VG+ 


EDS (brass?) 

77-dd 

L Terrell 

VG+ 

R Moore 

EDS 

77-dd 

Ocean NJ Collector 

VG 

J Long 1987 

LDS 

77-dd 

M Mayhugh 

VG 

G Trudgen 

EDS 

77-dd 

S Schaffer 

VG 


LDS 

77-dd 

■ NJ Collector #4 

VG 


LDS 

77-dd 

E Kucia 

VG 

R Widok 

LDS 

77-dd 

G Webb 

VG 

Norman's Coin Shop 

EDS 

77-dd 

P Scherff 

VG 

B&M 11/89 lot 1657; H Rescigno; 
Stack's CG 8/86 lot 1451 

MDS 

77-dd 

Noted Midwest Collector 

VG 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

LDS 

77-dd 

P Scherff 

G+ 

EAN 10/88 lot 1262 

LDS 

77-dd 

R Connell 

G+ 


LDS 

77-dd 

G Lyman 

G+ 

Hessberg 

MDS 

77-dd 

Leesburg VA Collection 

G+ 

J Rock 


77-dd 

NH Collector #1 

G 


EDS 

77-dd 

D Palmer 

G 


EDS 

77-dd 

D Gladfelter 

G 

N Pullen 

EDS white ink 
attribution 

77-dd 

K Schlemmer 

G 


LDS 

77-dd 

R Williams 

AG 

M&G 4th C4 lot 337; Barnes lot 106 

MDS 

77-dd 

Noted Midwest Collector 

FAIR 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

LDS 

77-dd 

NJHS 

P 

Frederick Canfield 

LDS bent 


I am missing the location of the following coins. 


contact me. 
73-aa 

EF+ 

Picker; Garrett; Maris 


VF 

Garrett; Maris 

75-bb 

AU 

Yale 


EF+ 

Taylor; Garrett; Maris 


VF+ 

Norweb 

77-dd EDS 

EF+ 

O’Donnell; Eliasberg 


EF+ 

Taylor 


EF 

Yale 


EF 

Steinberg 


EF 

Oechsner; Spiro 


If you have any information about these, please 


77-dd MDS 

VF 

H Garrett 


VF 

Oechsner lot 1320 

77-dd LDS 

EF 

MHS (Stack’s 10/70) 


EF 

Oechsner (misattributed); Spiro 


EF 

Picker 


EF 

Elm Rock; Maris 


VF+ 

Sherr 


The next and final NJ Census will cover varieties 79-ee through the end. If you have any stories 
about these varieties or know the location of any, please contact me. Very few of us will see our coins 
listed in September, due to the extreme rarity of these contemporary counterfeits. I hope you all enjoyed 
this census and I look forward to any communication from readers. I’m anticipating meeting many of you 
at ANA in Baltimore. . . 


Ray Williams 

924 Norway Ave, Trenton, NJ 08629 609-587-5929 


njraywms@optonIine.net 
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Medals Related to EAC 


Pete Smith 


The Civil War Token Society has announced a series of medals to honor their Hall 
of Fame. For Conder token collectors, there are private tokens struck for some of the 
great authors and collectors like Sir George Chetwynd, Samuel Henry Hamer and Richard 
Thomas Samuel. Members of EAC should not feel left behind. There are many tokens or 
medals related to the authors, dealers and collectors of early copper. This article will 
illustrate medals issued by various coin clubs to honor their members. These members are 
also known for important contributions to the collection of early copper coins. 


Joseph Mickley was bom on February 24, 1799, at Catassauqa, Pennsylvania, 
and died on February 15, 1878. He married twice and had six children. He sold and 
repaired musical instruments in Philadelphia. 

Mickley has been called the “Father of American Numismatics.” He discovered 
the rarity of the cents of 1799 while searching for a cent from his birth year. His 1799 
cent was sold as lot 1975 of Woodward’s sale of 10-28-1867. It sold to Mr. Betts for 
$32. 

Mickley bought discarded dies sold by our Mint as scrap medal. With some 
collaboration from dealer Edward Cogan, he restruck cents dated 1804, 1810 and 1823. It 
is believed these restrikes were produced around 1868 or 1869. 

I believe there is much misinformation on the Mickley medals but I will describe 
them as I understand them. The first Mickley medals are dated 1867, the year his term as 
president of the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia ended. The medal, 
with dies by William H. Key, is listed in the cabinet of the U.S. Mint. An example in 
silver was in a Harzfeld sale of 1 1-26/27-1880, lot 102, size 32. (2 inches) In his Coin 
World column of 1 1-8-93, David T. Alexander states that “only 12 white metal and a 
handful of copper examples of the Key medal were struck in 1867.” 


Joseph Mickley 
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A bronze example of this medal (B&M, 5-7/9-99, Lot 2121) was offered without 
grade or a photo and realized $552. Just 31 months later, another example was offered. 
(CG, 12-10-01, Lot 3185) Described as about uncirculated, it realized $86.25. 

Mickley visited the Stockholm Mint on July 26, 1870, where he met engraver Lea 
Ahlbom (1826-1895) designer at the Swedish Royal Mint. Apparently he made a 
favorable impression. She wrote to Mickley for a profile photograph and permission to 
honor him with a medal. They discussed a legend referred to him as an “American 
Antiquarian.” My reading of the story indicates that Ahlbom produced the first Mickley 
medal at the Stockholm Mint. William DuBois discussed Ahlbom’s medal of Mickley in 
1879. Was this medal produced before 1878 and without his date of death? 

Harzfeld offered a Lea Ahlbom medal of Mickley in bronze as lot 1385 of his sale 
of 1 1-26/27-1880. It is described as size 36 which would be 2.25 inches in diameter. This 
size does not match the other known Mickley medals. 

Is there an Ahlbom medal produced before the death of Mickley? I have not found 
an illustration of this medal and would love to hear from someone with an example of the 
medal. It may be rare in America because initial distribution was in Europe. 

Mickley served as the founding president of The Numismatic and Antiquarian 
Society of Philadelphia from 1858 to 1867. They honored him with a medal that copied 
the Ahlbom design. This medal was produced after his death in 1878 and has his year of 
birth and year of death below the bust. Minutes of the Society indicate the medal was 
stmck at the Philadelphia Mint. The stoiy told in P-W (7-15-74) is that silver medals 
were stmck in Sweden. Then the dies were shipped to America where additional medals 
were stmck in bronze. I believe it is more likely that copies of the dies were made in 
Philadelphia from the Ahlbom medals stmck in Stockholm. 

In 1916 minutes of the Society indicate that no Mickle (sic) medal was in the 
collection of the Society. At the February 19, 1917, meeting, the Curator of Numismatics 
reported that ten Mickle medals were purchased from Jos. K. Davison’s Sons for $1.50 
each. They would be offered for sale at $2.00 each. As late as 1925, the Society still had 
copies of the Mickley medal available for sale. 

Since the Society had the Mickley dies in their possession, they could go to any 
minter for restrikes. The piece in my collection has no edge marking. I would be interested 
to know if anyone has a piece with Davison marked on the edge. 

An example of this medal was sold as lot 2122 of Bowers & Merena’s sale of the 
Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection offered on May 7-9, 1999. The description says that the 
medal “was produced under the supervision of Henry J. Mickley and sold through dealer 
S. K. Harzfeld.” Since Harzfeld commissioned William Key to produce Washington 
medals, this story goes better with the first Mickley medal. 
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For the 100th anniversary of the Numismatic & Antiquarian Society of 
Philadelphia, a new Mickley medal was struck. Part of the story was told in The 
Numismatist for February of 1959. (page 145) 

“The portrait on the current medal is a direct transfer from the original dies cut in 
1879 by Fra Ahlbom. The Latin text on the obverse was suggested by Dr. Greville 
Haslam and may be translated “During a century, traditions form.” The reverse is the 
current and second seal of the society from a design by Charles E. Dana adopted in 1900.” 
“One hundred bronze medals two and a half inches in diameter, were struck by 
Aug. C. Frank Co. of Philadelphia. Ninety were reserved for present and future members 
and ten only were available for purchase. One silver medal also was struck for 
presentation.” The edge is marked, “AUG. C. FRANK CO. PHILA.” 

This Mickley medal was illustrated in Penny-Wise, 7-15-7 4, page 184, where it is 
described as the second Mickley medal. In my opinion, it is the fourth. 

The medal shown below was lot 3 186 in Coin Galleries’ sale of December 10, 
2001. It was described as circa 1909, misrepresenting its age by 50 years. 



Howard Rounds Newcomb 


Howard Newcomb was bom on December 31, 1877, in Detroit, Michigan, and 
died on January 7, 1945, in Los Angeles. He was married with two children. He managed 
a Detroit department store, Newcomb, Endicott & Co. This was acquired by the J. B. 
Hudson company in 1927, later acquired by Dayton’s in 1969 and now part of the 
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Marshall Fields chain. 

Newcomb collected several series of United States coins. He wrote a reference on 
The United States Cents of the Years 1801-1802-1803 published in 1925. He is better 
known as the author of the standard work on later date cents United States Copper Cents 
1816-1857. With George H. Clapp, he is credited as an author of The United States Cents 
of the Years 1795-1796-1797-1800 published in 1947. 

At the time of his death, his collection of cents was considered the most complete 
in the country. The Newcomb collection of cents was offered by J. C. Morgenthau & Co. 
Part one sold on February 7-8, 1945, and realized $21,704.50. Coins in the second sale 
were offered on May 16, 1945. After tallying the top bids of lots 488 through 754, $500 
was added and the collection was sold as a single lot for $5350. The buyer, identified just 
as the “Philadelphia collector,” was not well known at the time. By the time his collection 
was sold in the Floyd Starr sale of June 13-14, 1984, his name was well known among our 
cent fraternity. 

Newcomb was charter member number 16 of the California Coin Club. On the 
first anniversary of the club on January 30, 1929, the club presented Newcomb with a 
gold medal. This was struck by the August C. Frank firm. 

The Newcomb medal has been illustrated twice previously in Penny-Wise. (1 1-5- 
68, page 232; 9-15-94 page 282) 



Dr. George French was bom in 1865 in Rochester, New York, and died on 
November 25, 1932, also at Rochester. He was married with a daughter. He worked as an 
obstetrician and gynecologist. He collected large cents and frequently exhibited at ANA 
conventions. His exhibit of cents at the 1911 ANA convention was described as the finest 
and best on record. He also collected Hard Times Tokens and other series. 

French served on the ANA board in 1913, as first vice president 1917-18, and was 
an unsuccessful candidate for president in 1919. 

French sold his large cent collection to B. Max Mehl for a reported $50,000 on 
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March 21, 1929. This was announced as the highest price ever paid for a single series of 
U.S. coins. The sale occurred during a period of rising prices and securities speculation. 
The stock market crashed in October and November of that year. In May 1930, Mehl 
issued a fixed price list for the French coins but many remained unsold. 

French served as founding president of the Rochester Numismatic Society and 
welcomed ANA members to the 1912 convention. He was honored on their first 
presidential medal. His medal was designed by Alphonse Kolb who did a series of 
presidential medals until 1977. Each piece has a serial number on the edge. 



George Gillette 


George Gillette was bom in 1861 at Milford, New York, and died on May 30, 
1940. He was married with four children. He was a lawyer practicing in Rochester, New 
York. He also developed real estate and built more than 700 homes. 

He was an unsuccessful candidate for the ANA board in 1923 and 1934. He was a 
world traveler and wrote in The Numismatist of being offered counterfeit Greek coins at a 
shop in Cairo. 

Large cents from the Gillette collection were offered in two sales. A Henry 
Chapman sale of December 19, 1927, had 480 lots of large cents of 1793-1857. Then a 
Morgenthau sale of June 9, 1937, had another 255 lots of large cents including 50 cents of 
1794. 




Gillette served as president of the Rochester Numismatic Society in 1922. He is 
honored on their 1 1th presidential medal. The dies were designed by Alphonse Kolb. The 
edge is unmarked. 
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Milton B. Pfeffer 


Milton Pfeffer was bom on November 24, 1919, in New York City. He graduated 
from City College of New York in 1940. He received a J.D. from Columbia Uni versity in 
1943. He was a partner in the law firm of Gwertman & Pfeffer after 1970. He was 
married with a son and a daughter. 

Pfeffer served as legal counsel for Early American Coppers, Inc. from its 1972 
until his death. Between 1974 and 1978 he contributed a series of articles to P-W on 
“Catalogue Sales of the Circulating Half Cents.” He joined EAC in 1968 as member 153 
but later bought vacant member number 6. 

His death notice appeared in the 7-15-93 issue of P-W, more than six months after 
his death. The same issue had recollections of the recently deceased Dr. Warren Lapp and 
Walter Breen. 

Pfeffer served as the 33rd president of the New York Numismatic Club during 
1984-85. He is honored with a presidential medal designed by Joseph DiLorenzo. The 
edge is marked, “©1985-MACO-BRONZE” and serially numbered. 


Cindy Grellman 

Cindy Grellman was bom in Shreveport, Louisiana, and graduated from Louisiana 
State University. She served as secretary of the Civil War Token Society and as president 
1989-90. She is a former chairman for EAC Region #4. Today Cindy Grellman is well 
known as manager of the FUN show. She is married to EAC member and author Bob 
Grellman. They have two sons. 

Cindy is much more than the wife of an EAC member. I recall watching her set up 
an exhibit of high-grade Hard Times Tokens for an EAC convention around 1980. 

It should not be assumed that all medals illustrated here were produced in the 
distant past. Grellman served as president of the Token and Medal Society (TAMS) 
during 2000-2002. She appears on the most recent of a series of medals for TAMS 
presidents. TAMS, a society devoted to the study of tokens and medals, does not 
identify the diesinker or manufacturer of their medals. 
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This is the first in a series of articles I plan to write. In my next installment I will 
cover storecards or personal medals issued by dealers in early coppers. Later I plan to 
cover personal tokens produced by EAC members. 

I welcome comments about items I missed or suggestions for future inclusions. 

1880. The Coin Collector’s Journal. 97 


The Coins of the United States. 

{Continued from page 88.) 

1799 CENTS. 

"JNo. 1, with reverse A. Over 1798. The date is - f wide through 
its centre, and is properly spaced ; the 1 is 4- distant from the lower curl ; 
the 7 is 1-j distant from same point ; the final 9 is perfectly upright in 
its position, which gives it the appearance of being independent of the 
other figures ; traces of the 8, over which it was cut, are visible ; mainly 
in a line which connects the knob of the 9 to the loop forming the body 
of the figure : width of liberty at base, 9| ; from the tip of the nose to 
nearest point of y is 3-J-, and from the same point to lowest point of l the 
distance is 10 ; e is a trifle below the line. 

Reverse— Length of the right stern from center of the knot is 2f ; 
and tire left 2J ; distance oetween the ribbon ends 4-J- ; the denominator 
of the fraction is 2J wide, figures small and well shaped ; while the divid- 
ing line of fraction is but lh in length ; the letters are evenly spaced ; c 
in cent is below the line and is touched by a leaf on the left ; width of 
America at base is 9f . 

Note. — In reference to the above-described cent we wish to impress 
upon the minds of our readers that the description is not of a cent which 
had been altered from 1798, but an impression from the dies originally 
cut in 1798, but not used until 1799, when it became necessary to change 
the. date on the obverse die to correspond with the current year. This 
variety is much rarer than the other, which we describe next ; but it has 
not been received among collectors with sufficient confidence to sell 
for its full value at the coin sales, simply because no competent judge 
had seen specimens fine or sharp enough to satisfy himself of the origi- 
nality of the pieces ; also because several inexpert cataloguers have for 
several years described altered specimens as genuine, which fraud was 
ahvays discovered on the day of exhibition ; many collectors began to 
associate the words “ninety-nine” and “ counterfeit” so often, that they 
dared not buy for fear of being swindled ; and the consequence is, that 
cents of this date and variety, although being the rarest of the series, 
sell for but little more than some of the commoner dates. It is to inform 
our readers how to judge between the genuine and the fraudulent that 
these articles are written ; everything being duly considered before 
statements are made, and then we stand by them. 
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A LISTING of CORONET HEAD PROOF HALF CENTS with the LARGE BERRY REVERSE 

Part Four, 1849 through 1852 
Richard T. Coleman, Jr. 


1849 Small Date 


1. ANA Convention Auction Sale [Stack' s, August 24, 1976], 

Lot 203, virtually full mint color with some iridescence 
about the forehead. 

2. Charles Morris collection [ S . H . & H. Chapman, April 19-20, 1905], 

Lot 931//F.R. Alvord collection [ S . H . Chapman, June 9, 1924], 

Lot 210//Harrie B. Price collection [J. C.Morgenthau & Co., 

Inc., September 11-12, 1935], Lot 873//Milton A. Holmes 
collection [Stack' s, October 5-8, 1960], Lot 1344//Philip 
E.Benedetti [Pickwick Stamp & Coin Co.]//Loye L. Lauder 
collection [William Doyle Galleries, December 15, 1983], 

Lot 310/ /William R.T. Smith//Roger S. Cohen, Jr. collection 
[Superior Galleries, February 2, 1992] , Lot 361, mahogany with steel- 
blue highlights, tiny nicks on the jaw, 84.1 grains. 

3. Charles J. Dupont collection [sold as "Anderson-Dupont" , 

Stack's, November 11-13, 1954], Lot 1147//Herbert M. Oechsner 
collection [Stack's, September 8, 1988], Lot 27//Richard 
Salisbury/ /Stack's, June 23-24, 1992, Lot 153, recolored 
orange, pitted and marked, as 82.1 grains. 

4. James A. Stack, Sr. [Stack's, November 29, 1989], Lot 89, obv. bluish 

iridescent, rev. greenish, PCGS PR64BN [1302 . 64/8340701] , 82.5 grains. 

5. George H. Hall [Stack ' s , May 1945], Lot 157//James A. Stack, 

Sr. collection [Stack' s, November 29, 1989], Lot 90//Richard 
Salisbury//Stack ' s, June 23-24, 1992, Lot 152//B&M, July 28, 

1997, The Rarities Sale, Lot 10, walnut and russet from faded mint 
color, speckled, numerous planchet flaws on both sides, lint mark 
beside 12th star, scratched on rev. rim above ATES, pronounced wire rim 
around obv., becoming broad and raised at K-l, 81.7 grains. 

6. Joseph Brobston collection [Stack ' s Fixed Price List No. 69, 

January, 1963] //Philip M. Showers collection [Stack ' s 
privately in 1969] //Willis I. duPont//Superior Stamp & Coin 
Co. [1976] //Joe Flynn & Son Rare Coins, knife rims, spot 
SE of star 11 at dentils, dirty, dark steely tan and 
iridescent, 85.3 grains. 

7. John G. Mills collection [S . H . & H. Chapman, April 27-29, 1904], 

Lot 14 4 8 //J.M. Clapp/ /John H. Clapp//Clapp estate [1942] to Louis 
E . Eliasberg, Sr . //Eliasberg estate collection [B&M, May 20-22, 1996], 

Lot 470, obv. red, lilac and blue, rev. blue-brown with traces of red, 
smudge in field between nose and star 4, 82.1 grains. 
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8. F.C.C. Boyd collection [New Netherlands Coin Co.'s 51st sale, June 19-20, 

1958], Lot 1221//Floyd Starr [ Stack ' s , June 13-14, 1984], Lot 876, 

NGC PF65RD[142117-009] , microscopic spots, partial wire edge, a few 
hairlines . 

9. R.L. Miles, Jr. collection [Stack' s, April 10-12, 1969], Lot 64 

/ /Q . D . Bowers/ /Hathaway and Bowers Galleries, Inc., Vol.III, 

Catalogue No. 3, December, 1969//Bowers & Ruddy Galleries Rare 
Coin Review No. 10, March-April, 1971//Ellis Robison 
collection [Stack ' s, February 10-13, 1982], Lot 383//Stack' s, 

July 7-8, 1989 [Auction ' 89] , Lot 1527, high wire edge, 
greenish tan and iridescent, tiny spot in the field midway 
between the lowest haircurl back of head and the eleventh 
star, 83.2 grains. 

10. B&M, September 11-13, 1995, Lot 1121, chocolate brown toning with some 

hints of faded mint red around devices, NGC PR62 BN. 

11. Richard B.Winsor collection [ S . H . & H. Chapman, December 16-17, 1895], 

Lot 1055//Virgil Brand//unknown provenance//Hazen B.Hinman collection 
[Paramount Int'l.Coin Corp., April, 1965], Lot 122//George F. Scanlon 
collection [Stack' s, October, 1973], Lot 31//Bowie Lynch collection 
[Heritage, August 8-11,2001], spot before brow, minor marks in the 
obverse field, a spot above star 1, lint mark below CE, PCGS PR63RB 
[1303.63/3640523] . 

12. Superior Stamp & Coin Co. //Philip Branson//Paramount Int'l. 

Coin Corp., February, 1 975 [N . A. S . C . ] , Lot 95//Heritage 
Numismatic Auctions No.l, February, 1987, Lot 10, brown with 
a hint of red about the rims . 

13. J. Sanford Saltus collection//American Numismatic Society 

Museum [May 16, 1906], obv.wire rim, green pit in hair above 
forehead, cyanided, obv. spots on cheek, 82.78 grains. 

14. Lorin G. Parmelee collection [New York Coin & Stamp Company/ 

Harlan P. Smith and David Proskey, June 25-26, 1890], 

Lot 1207, mark on lower cheek. 

15. ex. George Bauer sale. Lot 328//John J. Pittman collection [ David 

Akers Numismatics, Inc . , October 21-23, 1997], Lot 155//#103, 
lacquered, mostly red, scattered spots, especially near chin, 
some hairlines, 83.5 grains. 

16. Captain Andrew C.Zabriskie collection [Henry Chapman, June, 

1909], Lot 941//Albert Holden [September 6, 1909] //Mrs. R.H. 
Norweb//Norweb collection [B&M, October 12-13, 1987], Lot 122 
//J. Hanson, mint red toning to brown on rev., bump over first 
T in STATES, spot by star 6, 81.8 grains. 

17. A. Vattemare/ /Biblioteque Nationale [ Paris ] . 
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18. Colin E. King collection [S . H . & H. Chapman, April, 1892], Lot 1143, a tiny 

spot or dent on jaw, obv. red, rev. slightly darker. 

19. Malcolm N. Jackson collection [The United States Coin Coin Co., May, 

1913], Lot 1437, faint vertical lines from end of nose nearly to 
star 1, obv. wire rim from K-9 to K-2, steel color. 

20. William Fewsmith collection [Mason & Co., October 4-7, 1870], 

Lot 1121//Francis Doughty collection [New York Coin & Stamp 
Co. /Harlan Smith and David Proskey, April 14-16, 1891], 

Lot 290//Henry C. Miller collection [T . Elder , April 14, 1917], 

Lot 1071/ /Hillyer Ryder//Ryder estate//Wayte Raymond [ December 
1944] //New Netherland's Coin Co.'s 44th sale, Lot 329, VG, 

78.1 grains. 


1852 

1. John G. Mills collection [S . H . & H. Chapman, April 27-29, 1 904 // J. M . Clapp// 

John H . Clapp/ /Clapp estate [1942] //Louis E . Eliasberg, Sr . [B&M, May 20-22, 
1996], Lot 476, obv. spots, at jaw, under eye, under nose, between 
stars 8 and 9 and elsewhere, obv. iridescent blue with some traces of 
red, slight weakness on some leaves, no die file marks visible over 
head, circumferential polishing marks on obv. rim, PCGS PR64BN 
[1317.64/4820564], 84.7 grains. 

2. George W. Rice collection [St . Louis Stamp & Coin Co., April 13-14, 1906], 

Lot 1271/ /William Forrester Dunham collection [B. Max Mehl, June 3, 1941] 
//Charles Williams collection [A. Kosoff and A.Kreisberg, November 14, 
1950] //Joseph Brobston collection [Stack' s, January, 1963] //Loye L. 
Lauder [William Doyle Galleries, December 15, 1983], Lot 316, steel, 
magenta and olive toning, cleaned and recolored, some fine horizontal 
scratches under HA in HALF, 83.0 grains. 

3. R.C.W. Brock collection//University of Pennsylvania//Phillip H.Ward Jr. 

// C.J. Dochus//Harry J. Foreman//R.L. Miles , Jr .[ Stack ' s , April 10, 
1969], Lot 69//Q. David Bowers//Spink & Son, Ltd. //Norweb collection [B&M, 
October 12-13, 1987], Lot 128, red, carbon fleck between R and I, 
circumferential polishing marks on obv. rim, 83.5 grains. 

4. F.R.Alvord collection [S . H . Chapman, June 9, 1924], Lot 218 //F. C . C . Boyd// 

unknown provenance//Craig Whitford Auctions, November 30, 2002, 

Lot 1638, even medium brown, pits cover the obverse, old scratch on 
throat into hair, obv. rim dent at K— 7, another at K— 2^4, ancient 
scratches in field around HALF CENT, rev. rim dent at K-2, VF-30 
sharpness, but VG net due to the pitting, 86.4 grains. 


Editor’s Note : Rick’s Series will continue with the “CORONET PROOF HALF CENTS with the 
SMALL BERRY REVERSE and DOUBLED T IN CENT” in the September issue of P-W. 
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EAC Cincy - 2003 

Steve Carr 

I can’t believe that it has been almost two months since EAC in Cincy. The short 
time span between the end of EAC and the Penny Wise deadline means I never get my 
thoughts down about EAC immediately after the convention. In some ways that is bad - 1 
always seem to forget some portions of the convention. But in other ways, it is great. A 
little reflection seems to make EAC an even better event. 

Like every other EAC, this one had a special emphasis for me. I was attending on 
a very limited budget and hoped to find just one or two inexpensive coins for my 
collection. This year, it seemed, EAC would really be about seeing people and 
socializing, not adding to my copper hoard. The question was, how would I like this type 
of EAC? 

The convention started for me on Wednesday night. After checking into the 
motel, I wandered around, meeting some other EACers. I also helped Rod Burress and 
John Keyes set up the bourse room. Then off to bed. Thursday would be a busy day. 

Thursday actually started with a little confusion. The meeting room for the 
Grading and Counterfeit Detection seminar was changed at the last minute. Was this an 
omen of things to come? Fortunately, the seminar went well. I was really surprised how 
consistently most members graded and authenticated the coins examined. 

After a quick lunch, I set up my exhibit. Security was pretty tight this year, so not 
everyone could enter the bourse floor on Thursday. As an exhibitor, I could! Again, 
trouble - the glue I used to put my exhibit cards together failed to hold. Arghhh! My 
exhibit had curling comers! Before I got too frustrated, I decided to look at some coins on 
the bourse floor. Unfortunately, nothing really stood out. I did get to visit with some of 
the dealers and that lifted my spirits. I also decided that a different type of glue might be 
needed for my display. A quick trip to the Wal-Mart and my display was back in order. 

In the middle of the afternoon, Jerry Wysong asked if I could guess what he had 
discovered in a collection he had purchased. Knowing Jerry, I knew it had to be 
something good, so I said, “Is it a 30 N-9?” I was real surprised when he said “Yes.” I 
was even more surprised when I saw the coin. It is a fantastic VF+ coin with a little light 
red toning on the obverse. It gave me hope - there are a few good ones still out there! 

Thursday evening was the Happenings. I was a table monitor at the Large Cent 
Happening and spent all but five minutes showing the 1855 N-4’s. Not being a late date 
collector, I came to the table a complete novice on the variety. By the end of the evening, 
I fancied myself an intermediate and was able to distinguish the different die states and 
even had an idea on their rarity. During my five minute break, I got to see the error cents. 
What a grouping! I was especially taken by the 1793 wreath obverse brockage and the 
late date capped die strike. If only one of those could come home as mine .... 

Friday morning was EAC as usual. A line to get in the door, faces I had not seen 
in a year, and more surprises. I met Joe Whipple, who lives near me and helped push me 
into collecting early coppers. He gave me one of his rotation gauges, a simple tool to 
measure die rotations. I also got to see his collection of 1816 N-2’s with rotated reverses. 
Talk about rotations all around the clock! Joe had N-2’s with more than 15 different 
rotation positions and he even added another at the show. 
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Near mid-morning, I found a coin I liked - an 1 836 N-5 in AU. It was a nice coin, 
but I wasn’t sure I wanted to go home with just an 1836. 1 continued to look, occasionally 
checking back on the 1836. That is when I found a second coin, a 1797 S-140 in Tom 
Reynolds case. The coin had VF detail but lots of dings, dents, scratches, and a little 
porosity. All in all, not too ugly, and it was double struck. I must have looked at that coin 
twenty times and gotten six or seven opinions from others before I decided I needed it (as 
opposed to wanted it). I bought the coin. 

That afternoon, I spent several hours showing and looking at sale lots. EAC Sale 
viewing was very well organized and the lot arrangement in the “slab” boxes resulted in 
more people being able to see more lots in less time. Fantastic. 

When I look at EAC sale lots, I look closely at coins I think I can afford and just 
glance at others I am convinced will sell for way above my budget. No different this year. 
The first lots I looked at were #317 and #318, two 1795 errors. I also looked at the 1796 
draped bust cents. Many decent coins, but dreams are dreams. 

I spent a lot of time looking at the multi-coin lots. Maybe, I thought, I could pick 
one of these lots up at the sale. I also examined lot #502, an 1812 S-289 with the obverse 
die misaligned toward K9. While the coin was pretty ugly, it was a misaligned die (an 
area I collect). I marked it down as a potential second purchase. 

There were a lot of excellent middle dates, but I figured they would go high, so 
the next coin I studied was lot #763, an 1853 N-19 with - you guessed it - a misaligned 
obverse die. The coin was in an ANACS slab graded UNC details, net AU55. It was EAC 
graded EF40. What an ugly coin! I made a note in my sale catalog to buy this one only if 
it was cheap. 

I missed the educational program Friday night, but was back in the swing of 
things Saturday morning. The educational programs were excellent. I somehow managed 
to attend several and still visit on the bourse floor. John Wright showed me an 1818 N-4 
with the reverse planned off and inscribed. I also discovered the 1836 was still available. 
To top it off, I found an 1803 in Doug Bird’s case that looked like it wanted to come 
home with me. Oh dear - will my budget cover my needs? 

The sale, as usual, was quick paced. Some coins sold for higher than I expected 
and some were dirt cheap. I figured I could “snooze” until lot 450 or so, but had the 
misfortune (?) to be sitting under an air vent. Brrrr. So much for a snooze! 

And, wouldn’t you know it, the cold air actually was a benefit. Lot #317 was 
announced with an opening bid of $500. That was the 1795 S-76a flip-over double strike 
I had assumed would go for mega-bucks. Up went my auction card and in what seemed 
like an eternity (but was probably really only a second or two) I found I had won the lot. 
Wow! Five hundred bucks for a flip over double strike Liberty Cap! And an S-76a to 
boot! I was excited. 

But this purchase brought a dilemma. I had spent my money and the 1812 
misaligned die was still to come. I started thinking about what duplicates I might be able 
to unload Sunday morning. I started thinking about which charge card bill not to pay the 
next month. I started wondering if purchasing the 1795 was actually such a good idea. 

Lot #502 was finally called. I figured $120 or so would win the lot, so that is 
where I stopped bidding. Unfortunately (fortunately), the lot went for $140. At least the 
charge cards will get paid next month. 
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Middle dates were fairly strong in prices realized, but then the doldrums seemed 
to set in. Maybe people were getting tired. Maybe 700 lots were too many. Who knows? 

The late dates seemed to bring strong prices, so I began to worry about how much 
lot #763 would bring. I was fortunate - I got the lot for $65, probably more than the coin 
was worth, but it was an 1853 misaligned die strike. And to be only $65 over budget isn’t 
too bad.... 

At the end of the sale, when Denis Loring announced this would be his last as 
auctioneer, I was stunned. Denis is/was such a fixture at EAC sales. I had him autograph 
my sale catalog. That piece of numismatic literature is now an important part of my 
collection. 

Sunday morning’s membership meeting was the largest I have seen. I was thrilled 
when Rod Burress received the Herb Silberman Award - an honor justly deserved. There 
was also a “sales pitch” for EAC 2004 in San Diego. Looks like a winner to me. 

Back on the bourse floor, I noticed the 1836 was still available. So was the 1803. 
After selling a couple of duplicates, I bought the 1 803. It had, after all, expressed a desire 
to go home with me! And nice 1836’s are readily available, right? With my sales, I ended 
EAC within my budget. Even better, I got to see old friends, make new friends (ok, so the 
“Orangemen,” while friends, may push that point - go KU!). EAC this year was really 
the best of both worlds. I added four coins to my collection and had a great time with 
everyone present. 

Those of you who have read my prior accounts of EACs know that I always seem 
to have “issues” while traveling. This year was no different. While cruising through 
central Illinois on the way home, my car lost power. I was able to chug to the next exit 
(Vandalia) and make it to a gas station. There, the car died and refused to crank over. 
Either a dead battery (but it was only six months old) or a bad alternator. 

Vandalia was mostly dead on Sunday afternoon. None of the parts stores were 
open and the tow company phones only gave me an answering machine. I finally reached 
one of the companies and found that the owner would be happy to help me when he got 
home that evening. So, I had several hours of enforced thought time. EAC certainly 
helped here. The good memories kept my mood from getting too foul. 

About 9:30 that night, I was back on the road again. A little later than I expected 
and a little poorer (see, I didn’t make EAC on my budget after all!). But the enforced 
“thought” time gave me one final good feeling about EAC. I studied the 1795 S-76a, flip 
over double strike, I purchased at the sale for several hours. Know what, I think it was 
incorrectly described in the catalog. The undertype shows a distinct separation between 
the bases of A and M in AMERICA. These letters are joined on the S-76. Could this coin 
have been struck over another cent? Breen even mentions the existence of such a coin in 
his remarks about S-76a. Looks like this one needs a little more study. 

************* 
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M v EAC 2003 


Mike Packard 

As in years past, I began my preparations for the 2003 EAC convention by stamping out a few 
“Bangers,” souvenir pocket pieces I give out at the conventions. The host planchets are cull large cents. 
This year, I struck 70 with “EAC 03" around the top rim and “CINCY” above the date (for most). I put 
names on about half before I left and took the remainder and my hammer and letter punches to add 
names to the rest once I arrived. I try to give one to anyone who asks, but only to people who actually 
attend the convention. And I also try to give one to each youngster who attends. If you would like one 
next year, just ask. This year, I had to make 14 in addition to the 70 I “prefabricated” in my garage. 
I’ve been buying cull cents off eBay for the bangers, but l also accept donations of spoiled cents. 


I like to drive to the convention (if it is within a day’s drive) and stop at coin shops and antique malls 
along the way to look for old copper or whatever. (The Yahoo yellow pages provide a list of shops 
within about 100 miles of any city whose name I input.) I take a couple of days to drive out and one to 
drive back. 


A copper blight has fallen on West Virginia and eastern and southern Ohio. I saw only two low grade late 
date large cents at the places I stopped in West Virginia. Ohio was not much better. I saw one half cent, 
an AG 1809 C-6, and several low grade cents with the best being a slabbed VG S-78. I did not see any 
colonials anywhere I stopped. However, I did make one rather disturbing discovery. I became aware for 
the first time of the latest eyesore on the landscape. No, it is not a return of the billboard but something 
far worse— cell phone relay towers. They are sprouting like a bad case of acne across the land. I do not 
think I drove 10 miles without seeing at least one and generally three or four. UGH ! ! 


I discovered one charming town on my travels just east of Cincinnati on Route 50, Milford, Ohio. Lots 
of antique shops, a couple of coin shops, and, for those of you who like model trains, reportedly the 
largest model train retail store in the US, Davis Trains (www.davistrains.com). The last was a fun place 
to visit. If you get to the Cincinnati area and have a little time to spare, I recommend a visit. While I was 
talking to the proprietor of the larger of the two coin shops, the door opened and in walked Chris Young. 
If I’d found anything I would have been glad I got there first. I hadn’t. It was nice to see Chris again— 
after I saw the half cent stock. 


I arrived at the Drawbridge at about 2:30, checked in, dropped my bags and went in search of roomie 
Bob Yuell. I found him and a lot of other EAC'ers at the bourse. 1 had a good time catching up with 
people I only see once a year at the convention. Howard Barron allowed me to add a few coins to his 
case and I volunteered to show lots since I had left my catalogue in the room. Mark Switzer had a good 
system in place. Only about 20 coins to a box and all easily visible. Easy to count and it kept the boxes 
moving quickly. Viewers did not have to wait too long to see the coins in a box someone just started 
looking at. Well done Mark! I showed lots until the bourse closed, picked up my Happening coins at 
Howard’s table and left the bourse. 
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The Hospitality Room opened shortly thereafter and what a spread! No one was going away hungry 
Thursday night. The Hospitality Room is a great place to get reacquainted with old friends and to meet 
new. It is a tradition started by Bill Weber at the 1984 EAC Convention in San Mateo, CA and 
thankfully continued yearly since. Thanks, Bill. 


At 7 the Happenings began. I had coins for three of the five half cent happening varieties, one of the 
colonial varieties, but none of the large cent varieties. The first half cent group were blundered edge 
letters of 1794 half cents. My favorite was Jon Lusk’s doubled edge letter specimen. The first set read 
normally with the obverse up and the second with the reverse up. A fun coin. Tett had several with 
missing letters and overlapping letters. (Greg Heim reported the results of the voting in the May issue of 
Penny-Wise . ) I have a nice EF 1803 C-l, but I don’t think it got any votes. The C-l is far and away the 
most common variety of 1803 but much more difficult to find in high grade than the less common C-3. 
The C-2 of 1803 was also a Happening variety and about half the 14 examples had the reverse cud and 
half did not. This is an interesting variety because when the piece of the die broke, it took its time falling 
out of the die and holder. This led to some very unusual die states. The most interesting is what 1 call a 
retained cud. The broken sliver of the die was above the field of the die and left an indentation in the 
coin where the cud later formed. Roommate Bob has a piece I’ve long coveted that not only has the 
indentation in the coin, but clash marks showing two digits of the date in the depression. I have a C-2 
with most of the cud but a small indentation with denticles in the center of the cud. A neat group. The 
1810 has a reputation of being difficult to find in high grade, but there were many very high grade 
examples present. WOW. The last half cent varieties were the proofs of 1843. Jim McGuigan and Tett 
had examples of the originals and both restrikes. A couple of additional originals show up to make the 
match more interesting. 


After viewing the half cents and taking a stint as monitor, I looked at the lovely large cents in that 
happening and then went to the colonial happening. From my perspective, the most interesting colonial 
variety was the 1788 Connecticut 16.3-N which are sometimes found struck over Massachusetts cents. 
The question was were they all struck over 1787 Ryder 1-B counterfeit cents or were some struck over 
other varieties. The undertypes on the six or seven pieces I saw were all consistent with Ryder 1-B, 
although we could only verify that variety for about half the specimens. Tony Terranova had two super 
examples, one on a large planchet and one on a small with beautiful golden color and extensive 
undertype. A great piece. After the Happenings, I fell into conversation with fellow half cent collectors 
for a while and then went to bed. 


Bob and I had breakfast with John Peters Friday morning. John has been collecting half cents by die 
states for longer than I’ve been collecting half cents and decided it was finally time to sell. The half cent 
section of the sale is heavily laden with John’s treasures. Good luck John. 


When I went to the bourse, I started at the far end of the room. Rod Burress had a table in the back 
corner and was selling all sorts of goodies— large cents, some hard times and conder tokens, catalogues, 
and supplies including corporate seals for making foil pressings. Blue Ribbon preservative, cotton liners, 
paper envelopes, brushes, etc. Bill Noyes had his camera set up against the back wall and was taking 
pictures of copper treasures. Jon Lusk was on that aisle showing what wonders could be wrought with 
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computers and digital imaging. Then came the dealers trading in the copper coins we so love— large 
cents, half cents, state coinage, other colonials, hard times and other tokens. I noted coins that I would 
come back and take a closer look at, but generally was just giving the cases a quick look to see what was 
available. Then it happened. A beautiful, almost uncirculated Massachusetts half cent (1787 Ryder 4-B) 
was staring up at me from Ricky Gross’ case. I asked to see it. It was a very nice AU+ piece that was 
slightly weakly struck. Beautiful glossy surfaces, nice color and a nice upgrade. Ricky and talked about 
the piece for a while before I asked the price. Very reasonable, but more than I had really intended to 
spend at the Convention. The typical dilemma of a collector on a budget. Do I get this piece (which by 
now I decided I really wanted), or do 1 leave it in Ricky’s case until I’ve looked through the rest of the 
bourse and either find something I want more (hoping that the Mass piece stays in Ricky’s case) or decide 
the piece I’m holding is the trophy of the show for me? I decided to take the chance and left it. I got 
two tables away when I asked myself “What are you doing? (Of course, someone else had slid into the 
chair I had just occupied and was busy scrutinizing Ricky’s case.) I walked back to Rick’s table and 
asked him to hold the coin for me. He was happy to oblige. Thanks Ricky. 


There are nine Massachusetts half cent varieties for 1787. One, the Ryder 4-C, is quite common in all 
grades (I rate it as an R-3- on the Sheldon rarity scale) and one, the Ryder 4-D, is incredibly rare, an R-8. 
(The Schonwalter piece sold last January for $41,400 to an avid collector (not me)). The Ryder 4-B is 
tough, but available. I rate it and the Ryder 3-A as R-5’s. The reverse die buckled on the Ryder 4-B (and 
the obverse die on the 3-A) with the result that the center was higher than the rim. I believe the 
production runs for both varieties were cut short because the coins would not stack. The 4-B often comes 
nice, but this one seemed to me to have special appeal. It now sits happily in my collection. 


I did not look as closely at the coins in the other cases after that, and only one other coin jumped out at 
me, a very nice homed eagle 1787 Massachusetts cent at Steve Fisher’s table. It too was reasonably 
priced, but I was tapped out. I spent most of the rest of the morning adding names to the pocket pieces I 
was giving out. In the afternoon, I took another quick spin around the floor and spent an hour or so 
looking at auction lots and then a couple of hours showing them. Several EAC'ers did yeoman service 
behind the tables making sure things ran smoothly. Mark and Rhoda Switzer were in charge. (Mark 
thought he was in charge, but everyone else kn ew otherwise.) Sue Remeikis, John Ward, Fred Iskra, and 
Carl Rekow always seemed to be passing out the lots. Thanks all! 


Eight half cent collectors made our way across I-71/I-75 to the Outback Steak House for dinner. Good 
meal and great company. We made it back to the Drawbridge in plenty of time for the educational 
forum. John Adams was the keynote speaker. John is a numismatic researcher who has been focussing 
on medals lately, but is justly famous for his two volume set rating auction catalogues from the late 1800s 
forward. In 1982 Bowers and Ruddy sold his collection of 1794 cents via a fixed price list. John’s cents 
were as remarkable for the pedigree they carried as for their high quality. John collected collectors. In 
fact, he would occasionally trade a higher graded piece for a lower graded one if he wanted the pedigree 
the lesser coin carried. I was looking forward to his talk. 


John said he began collecting large cents in 1970 when he purchased an 1811 from Dave Bowers. Dave 
encouraged him to learn as much as he could about this interesting series before he committed too many 
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resources to it. John did. He joined EAC and met several “old time” EAC'ers with whom he had many 
large cent-related conversations. These EAC'ers included C. Douglas Smith and Denis Loring. John 
enjoyed many dinners with C. Douglas at Chapman’s Steak House talking about large cents and large cent 
collectors. Through Doug, he “met” Henry Hines, Homer Downing, George Clapp, and many others. 
Doug was like a stepping stone to large cent history, and, through Doug, John was only one generation 
removed from, but well-connected with the early greats of large cent collectors. He felt he was becoming 
a link in a great and strong chain. 


John decided to focus on the cents of 1794 early in his large cent collecting career. After the 1811, he 
next purchased about 100 1794s. In 1971, his focus on pedigrees was already well entrenched. At the 
RARCOA Masters sale that year he purchased six of the nine 1794 cents that had been plated in both the 
W. W. Hays 1893 monograph and the 1923 S. H. Chapman monograph. His favorite acquisition from 
that sale was the S-22, a choice AU-55 specimen. In 1971, he began purchasing 1794 cents from 
Dorothy Paschal via Ray Chatham. John J. Ford, of the New Netherlands Coin Company, had a large 
box of Homer Downing material and “found a fish” in John who took the bait time and again. 


In 1972, John purchased an S-21, S-24, and S-57 from Dorothy Paschal. He also purchased the Sartoris 
Collection from Del Bland and Denis Loring. John kept some 1794 cents and sold some. 1972 was also 
the year he purchased the finest known S-48, the Starred Reverse, from Stack’s Forrest sale. He paid 
$15,000 for the EF-40 coin, a record price for any large cent at the time. John said he was told that Ted 
Naftzer was quoted as saying “He beat me once— never again!” 


John’s “biggest year” was 1973. He purchased a number of Naftzer duplicates out of the New 
Netherlands sale including several Chapman plate coins. He also acquired the finest S-18b (head of 1793) 
by private treaty. It is John’s favorite coin of all time. Its pedigree is as spectacular as the coin itself and 
begins with the McCoy collection (1864), and travels through the Levick Collection, the A.S. Jenks 
Collection, the Merritt Collection, the Lorin G. Parmelee Collection, the John Mills Collection, the 
Garrett Collection, and the Johns Hopkins University Collection. WOW! What a list. And how many 
U.S. coppers can be pedigreed back to the civil war!? 


John also began corresponding with Margaret Thompson of the ANS in 1973 trying to get permission to 
view the original lists of the Clapp large cent donations. He was rebuffed. He had viewed the coins 
themselves and some did not seem to match the descriptions he had from other sources. The 
unwillingness of the ANS to share the donation lists raised his suspicions. He was also critical of the 
poor stewardship ANS was providing for the coins in their collection. 


In 1974, Dr. Sheldon and Dorothy Paschal moved to Boston and John, who lived in that area, saw Dr. 
Sheldon many times. Dr. Sheldon related many stories of the “good old days.” He spoke of taking the 
train from Providence to Philadelphia several times during 1911-1913 and visiting the Chapman 
Brothers. John learned much history from Dr. Sheldon, but he also learned to not ask him to grade any 
coins. Dr. Sheldon had a chamois that he used on every coin he looked at. Maybe it was just Dr. 
Sheldon’s conservative grading that made him reduce the grade of a 12 coin to a 4, but John said he knew 
the doctor was rubbing points off every coin he saw with that darned chamois. 
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From his many visits with Dr. Sheldon, John learned that Sheldon had many sources for his coins. He 
acquired French cents from Max Mehl and a number from the Hines collection. Wurtzbach was the 
source of a number of cents from the Virgil Brand Collection, and he made several trades with Homer 
Downing. Dr. Sheldon was not a wealthy man, but he was somehow able to purchase at least seven cents 
from Christie’s Lord St. Oswald Collection sale in 1964. 


John knew that several of the coins in Dr. Sheldon’s collection were coins George Clapp had donated to 
the ANS. It took John several tries to get up the nerve to ask Dr. Sheldon how those coins came to be in 
his collection. In a performance worthy of an Emmy, Dr. Sheldon said, with a tear in his eye, Homer 
did it.” John did not believe him for a second. 


In 1975, John picked up a few more spectacular coins including an S-21 and S-56 from Willard Blaisdell 
and more Chapman plate coins from Stack’s Kissner Sale. He also made the acquaintance of William 
Woodside, curator of coins for the Carnegie Museum in Pittsburgh. The museum held Clapp s duplicate 
large cents and also a 1946 letter about sending the primary set to the ANS. John made several visits. He 
was quite saddened when the museum decided to sell the collection. After 1975, John felt like he had hit 
the wall. He picked up a few more coins over the next several years, but the thrill of the hunt was not as 
it had been. He sold his collection of 1794s in 1982 through a Bowers and Ruddy fixed price list. His 
sale contained 48 of the 56 collectible Sheldon varieties and 75 pieces in all. Each of the 75 pieces 
carried the pedigree of a Who’s Who of large cent collectors. The Adams name is now a part of the 
pedigree for each. 


John was critical of the ANS through the years. He was shocked that they were not taking care of the 
coins they had and did not have all the coins that had been donated to them. Don Partrick was also 
shocked at the state of affairs, became president, and is trying to turn thing around. He convinced John 
to put his energies into improving the organization from the inside and got John to agree to chair the 
Library committee. John is working hard to that end. 


John’s talk was wonderful, and he received a warm and strong ovation from the members. Chuck Heck 
presented him with a Certificate of Appreciation from EAC. It was well deserved. 


After a break, we continued with updated on the current status of the various early American copper 
series. I will not go into detail except to say collectors are encouraged to participate in the surveys of the 
series they collect. The survey keepers would appreciate being informed when a listed coin leaves your 
collection as well as when it enters. Fred Iskra asked for data on die states holding for the Late Date 
Large Cent survey he keeps. After the Educational forum, I again talked copper until the wee hours. 


Saturday was more of the same. Look at coins, view sale lots, show sale lots, put names on a few 
bangers, talk copper with anyone and everyone. I missed the educational seminars. I really wanted to 
attend the “What every spouse should know about her spouse’s coin collection” with Steve Ellsworth and 
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Chuck Heck and “Coin Photography" with Craig Handing, but I did not have them imprinted strongly 
enough in my brain and missed them both. 1 also missed ‘The Rules of Exhibiting” with Gerald Kochel 
and Steve Carr and “Numis Study” with Jon Lusk. I heard they were all great, and I hope they all repeat 
at future conventions. 


Mid-morning Saturday I ran into Rod Burress. He told me Linda Bristow had sent me some large cents 
to convert into pocket pieces and they were at his table. She sent more than 80 low grade large cents. 
Thank you Linda. I appreciate your kindness. Linda’s husband Mike was a good friend. He died from 
colon cancer earlier this year. It was a shock and a loss to us all. Linda and I both encourage EAC'ers to 
get regular medical check ups, listen to their bodies, and report any problems to their doctors. Mike did 
not. My wife, Cath, did and just had a large, not-yet-cancerous growth removed from her large intestine. 
She is doing well. 


Saturday afternoon, I walked through the exhibit area and was happy I did. Gerald Kochel had a very 
neat and clever exhibit showing a Kentucky token and the first 15 state quarters laid out in a pyramid as 
that on the token. I thought it was wonderfully creative. Chuck Heck, the new Mr. 1794 (really one of 
several new Mr. 1794s) had an exhibit of 32 1794 varieties with Maris names attached. Some of the 
names were obvious like Fallen 4 (S-63) and Shielded Hair (S-65) while others were not (at least to me) 
like Coquette (S-52) and Nondescript (S-29). Nice coins all, even if I could not see what Maris saw in 
each of them. 


Harry Salyards displayed a die variety set of 1803 cents with descriptions showing the delivery dates for 
the various varieties. Mike Lawrence, who I first recall meeting in Las Vegas last year when he asked 
how to get his 90 varieties of half cents into the half cent survey, had a wonderful display of the seven 
varieties of 1793 liberty cap cents, plus a 1794 head of ‘93, plus what may have been a Smith of Anne 
Street alteration of a 1794 cent to a 1793 cent. Jerry Stubblefield showed his date set of holed large cents 
and half cents plus some cents that had been improved to serve necessary purposes such as gears, screw 
drivers, pastry cutters, wire strippers, etc. His date set of holed large cents was complete. He was 
missing only the holed circulation strikes of 1796, 1831, and 1857. Impressive. He is now working on a 
date set of counterstamped large cents. Steve Carr had a nice exhibit of cents and half cents with stemless 
reverses. Lisa and Greg Heim showed their “coin from a friend”, a very attractive 1804 C-5 half cent. 


My favorite exhibit was Tony Terranova’s. He displayed a beautiful Transposed Arrows Massachusetts 
Cent (1787, Ryder 2a-F). This coin was plated in Crosby’s Early American Coins and in Hillyer Ryder’s 
The Copper Coins of Massachusetts . Tony displayed rare original copies of both works, opened to the 
plates showing this coin. He also displayed sale catalogues of three sales where this coin was featured, 
the Lorin Parmelee Collection, the John Mills Collection, and the Allison Jackman collection. This coin 
was also in the Hillyer Ryder Collection. What a great coin, and after John Adams’ talk from the night 
before, what a great pedigree! Thanks, Tony. You made my show again. 


The sale Saturday night was fun, but it would have been more fun if 1 had been a player. Having busted 
my budget, I had to be content watching others battle over the coins I might have fought for if I had been 
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in the fight. I enjoyed watching Bill Eckberg, Ron Manley, Frank Goss, Howard Barron, Ricky Gross, 
Chuck Furjanic, Russ Butcher, Rod Widok, Don Valenziano, and others each get some of the coins they 
wanted. Each watched as someone else walked off with coins they coveted also. 


After the half cent portion of the sale, a group of us gathered in the hail to compare notes, and then went 
to the hotel bar for some relaxed conversation. Gene Braig asked if I thought Roger Cohen knew the two 
1796 no pole half cents in his sale were fakes. I said, and believe, that I don’t think he did. Roger had a 
very strong desire to own a complete set of half cents before he died. He was not extraordinarily 
wealthy, but he was comfortable, and if he knew those coins were fakes, he would have obtained a real 
one. He had a lot of trading material he could have used to pry one loose if cash would not do the trick. 
He obtained the 1794 C-5b and C-6b in a megatrade with Bill Weber. A lot of coins and some “green 
consideration” traded hands before all was said and done. Both Roger and Bill got coins they really 
wanted and each gave up far more than they wanted to get those coins. (Both sides complained to me 
later that they got skinned. They did, but it must have been a good trade for them both to complain so 
vociferously. I pictured Roger and Bill as two young boys stealing melons from a farmer’s field and 
getting a butt full of rock salt for their efforts. What a painful sting, but what sweet and juicy melons!) 
There is no doubt in my mind that Roger would have traded something he did not want to trade to get a 
no pole, if that was a variety he needed to complete his set. The two examples in Roger’s collection 
came from reputable sources. Many half cent collectors viewed those coins before the sale and, like me, 
saw no reason to question whether their authenticity. The winning bidders thought they were genuine 
until they were told otherwise, as did I. I believe Roger was fooled too. 


I attended the general meeting on Sunday morning. Lots of well deserved kudos. Rod Burress was given 
the first Silberman award for continued excellence in his service of promoting early American copper and 
aiding new collectors. It is an award Rod richly deserves. Kudos were given to Rod and all the others 
who helped make this convention go. San Diego will be the site of the 2004 convention. Its a great city. 
Plan on attending. 


After the meeting, I picked up my coins from Howard’s table and my Massachusetts half cent from Ricky 
Gross and said farewell to fond friends for another year. The drive back to Northern Virginia was 
pleasant. The Ohio state police were out in force on routes 32 and 50, so I did not speed until I hit the 
West Virginia line, and then I just flowed with the traffic which was going about 20 mph faster than the 
Ohio traffic. I sold a few coins, only bought one, and gave more than 80 away. It was another great 
convention. I’ve always liked Cincinnati conventions. They are like going home. 

************* 
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A Very Big Thank-You 


Chuck Heck 


Let there be no mistake - I really love going to the annual EAC convention. It’s the 
whole package that I like. Large Cents are my favorite collectible, but I get a chance to 
go out and play with all my little buddies, some of whom I only see once every year. I 
look at hundreds of coins, eat some decent meals with some of the most interesting 
people, attend seminars that offer important information, see some great cities and towns, 
reduce my bank account significantly, lose several hours of sleep each night, etc, etc, etc. 

So why was EAC 2003 so special this year? I think it was because I was closely involved 
with the Educational Forum and Seminars. What a fantastic group of people we had this 
year! 

Who could be a better guest speaker at the Forum than John Adams? He and his 
beautiful wife Regina made the trip from Boston and “set the tone” for a special 
convention. John spoke of his personal experiences over the years - the people, the 
coins, the books - the funny, the sad, and the inspiring. He had everyone in the room 
listening to every word and begging for more at the end. One of our members asked John 
which old timer would he most like to have lunch with. John responded with “Henry 
Hines” as his answer. And at that moment I knew that over 200 people in that room 
would most like to have lunch with John Adams. 

The update portion of the Forum had Tom Rinaldo, Mike Packard (replacing Ed 
Masuoka), Red Henry, Dan Holmes (replacing John Wright) and Fred Iskra speaking of 
their respective specialty areas. We were updated with CC information, upcoming sales, 
and wide range of information. 

Doug Bird, Steve Carr and Mary Sauvain wowed a group of some 25 people on grading 
and counterfeit detection. Gerry Kochel and Steve Carr offered great advice on preparing 
an classy exhibit. Craig Hamling had a great seminar on digital coin photography. Jon 
Lusk helped every EAC’er with info on the Numi-Study CD. 

So I would just like to give a very big public “thank-you” to the above named people for 
giving their time, for making EAC the premier group that it is today, and for personally 
making my EAC 2003 so special. Thank-you boys and girls! Well done! 
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Grading and Counterfeit Detection Seminar at EAC 2003 

Steve Carr 


The second “annual” EAC Grading and Counterfeit Detection Seminar was held 
Thursday morning, April 24, before EAC even began. Mary Sauvain, Doug Bird, and 
Steve Carr were the presenters. 

Mary began the seminar with a slide show on counterfeit and altered coppers. 
Here program showed how these “coins” are/were made. Doug and Steve then conducted 
the grading portion, with examples passed around and graded by everyone in attendance. 
Grades were then shared. While a few coins were graded inconsistently, it was really 
amazing how consistent most of us graded the examples. Not too bad, considering there 
were a few very well done counterfeit and “doctored” coins in the groups. 

The following members attended: 


Greg Heim 
Howard Barron 
Jack Mullen 
Robert Kaufmann 
Ron Janowsky 
Bill Mitchell 
Tim Noonan 
Bob Harris 
Bob Gelman 
Robb Roote 


Rod Burress EAC#109 9743 Leacrest 


Bill Eckberg 
Barry Kurian 
Jim Rolston 
Lucien Philippon 
Jack Conour 
Gary Hendrickson 
JeffNoonan 
Bim Gander 
Sandy Cooper 

****** * 

Cincinnati, OH, 45215 513-771-0696 


For Sale 

#4 Soft Jewelers Brush $8.50 each 

Jewelers Tissue 4X4 inch sheets box of 1000 $7.00 pkg of 250 &2.50 

Xylol 4oz bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.50 

Acetone 4oz bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.50 

Wooden Stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 $8.50 per 1000 

Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner $8.00 each 2 oz. bottle 

Cast Iron Notary Machine converted to make alum foil pressings $34.00 

Cast Iron Notary Machine unconverted for the do-it-yourselfer $16.00 

Heavy Duty 281b Kraft 2X2 Coin Envelopes Colors Gray, White, or Brown 
$4.25 per 100 $18.00 per 500 $34.00 per 1000 Send SASE for Samples 

Cotton Liners 100 percent soft cotton flannel interior Fit inside 
standard 2X2 Coin Envelopes SASE for sample $25.00 pkg of 100 
VIGOR 10X Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics best glass 
on market to my knowledge for its size and price 

extra wide 13/16 inch lens aplanatic, achromatic $47.00 each with cord 
Attribution Guide for Matron Head Cents 1816-1835 $5.00 approx 37pgs 

Add $4.50 per order ($5.00 western states) for shipping. Shipping by UPS - 
You must give a street address. 


************* 
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EAC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 


Chuck Heck 


Early American Coppers Inc. 

Early American Coppers Inc. 

Balance Sheet 

As of December 31 , 2002 


Profit & Loss 

January through December 2002 

ASSETS 

Dec 31, 02 

Ordinary Income/Expense 

Jan - Dec 02 

Current Assets 
Checking/Savings 


Income 

Membership Dues 

31,300.00 

Cash - Checking & Savings 

117,732.96 

Advertisements 

870.00 

Total Checking/Savings 

117,732.96 

Contributions Income 
Back Issues 

4,660.00 

65.00 

Total Current Assets 

117,732.96 

Medals Sales 
Convention Receipts 

183.00 

9,606.40 

Other Assets 


EAC Sale Proceeds 

28,453.30 

Loans & Exchanges 

4,639.76 

Interest Earned 

5,600.29 

Total Other Assets 

4,639.76 

Total Income 

80,737.99 

TOTAL ASSETS 

122,372.72 

Expense 

Convention Expenses 

21,404.97 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 


Printing - PW 

22,793.00 

Equity 


Postage and Delivery 

12,863.40 

Retained Earnings 

1 1 1 ,1 83.66 

Support - PW 

421.58 

Net Income 

11,189.06 

Organizational Expenses 

4,565.98 

Total Equity 

122,372.72 

Total Expense 

62,048.93 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 

122,372.72 

Net Ordinary Income 

18,689.06 


Other Income/Expense 
Other Expense 

Other Expenses 7,500.00 

Total Other Expense 7,500.00 

Net Other Income -7,500.00 

Net Income 11,189.06 

Early American Coppers Inc. 

Statement of Cash Flows 

January through December 2002 


Jan - Dec 02 


OPERATING ACTIVITIES 

Net Income 11,1 89.06 

Net cash provided by Operating Activities 11,1 89.06 

INVESTING ACTIVITIES 

Loans & Exchanges 1 1 ,382.61 

Net cash provided by Investing Activities 1 1 ,382.61 

Net cash increase for period 22,571.67 

Cash at beginning of period 95,161.29 

Cash at end of period 117,732.96 


************* 
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2003 EAC Sale Report 


Hammer total: $ 345,295.00 


Commissions collected 


10% buyer's fee 
Seller's total 
Buy-back fees 
Total commissions 
Extra donated lots 
Total sale income: 


$ 34,529.50 
6,355.90 
824.25 
$41,709.65 
415. 00 
$42,124.65 


Expenses: 

Catalog printing $ 12,847.00 


Catalog shipping 5,750.00 

Sale insurance 375.00 

Catalog binding 6 1 0. 00 

Hardbound catalogs 3 1 5 . 00 

Pre-sale lot postage 556.81 

Photos for catalog 450.95 

Supplies 236.75 

Phone & copies 92. 36 

Total expenses: $ 21,233.87 


Net profit from 2003 EAC Sale is $ 20,890.78. Copy of this report and M & G check # 
21 13 for $ 20,890.78 forwarded to EAC Treasurer 


Respectively submitted, 



Bob Grellraan, EAC # 575 
M & G Numismatic Auctions, Inc. 




Exhibits at EAC 2003 

Steve Carr 


EACers placed eight exhibits at our convention in Cincinnati. Topics covered the 
gamut from colonials to half cents, to large cents. One exhibitor even worked current 
coins into their display. The exhibits were educational, entertaining, and fascinating. 
According to many in attendance, these were the best exhibits at EAC in several years. 

The following members placed exhibits at EAC. The title of their exhibit is also 

given. 


Harry Salyards 
Steve Can- 
Jerry Kochel 

Lisa and Greg Heim 
L. Michael Lawrence 
Jerry Stubblefield 
Chuck Heck 
Jack Wadlington 


"A Bicentennial Die Variety Set of 1803 Large Cents." 
“Stemless Wreaths” 

“A Study of the Kentucky Cent and the First Fifteen 
Statehood Quarters” 

"A Coin from a Friend." 

“The Liberty Cap Cents of 1793” 

“Holed Coppers & Other Odd Uses” 

"Dr. Maris and His Ladies" 

“A Massachusetts 1787 Cent, the Transposed Arrows 
Variety” 


I want to thank everyone who placed an exhibit this year. Your willingness to 
share your coins and knowledge helped make EAC 2003 a great convention. 

************* 


- 282 - 


NEW YORK / NEW JERSEY REGIONAL MEETING 

H. Craig Hamling 


An EAC meeting was held at the GSNA show jointly with C4 on May 17, 2003 at 1:00 PM. The 
following people attended: 

H. Craig Hamling 
Greg Heim 
Frank Stillinger 
Spencer Peck 
John Koar 
Bob Rankin 

We tried to open with 'the usual' round of introductions but Spencer Peck, the President of the 
GSNA, spoke for about 20 minutes as his introduction. Spencer discussed the coin show 
situation in New Jersey. He recalled the 'Sales Tax Attack' (aka the raids of Cherry Hill) of a few 
years ago when agents severely disrupted a coin show and New Jersey became a 'no man's 
land' for coin shows. He and the GSNA are working hard to fix this situation and they are 
hopeful they will be able to get legislation passed which will remove the cloud which has hung 
over New Jersey, keeping out-of-state dealers away. He was very pleased to see Tom 
Reynolds at the show and urged us all to support Tom's attendance by doing some business 
with him. Spencer stated that he was negotiating with the Double Tree hotel (which is across 
the street from the Ukrainian Cultural Center where the GSNA convention is now held) to move 
the convention in the near future. He hopes to attract more out-of-state dealers and to partner 
with other organizations for bigger and better conventions. 

Following our introductions I read a note from Chuck Heck who gave his regrets for not being 
able to attend the meeting. I also read a note from Ray Williams, C4 President, who was 
attending the Groves Forum and the COAC and could not be with us. 

We discussed the recently completed EAC 2003 Convention and all who had attended called it 
a success. The only issue raised was the lack of a security room on Wednesday evening. 

Several people brought some nice coins to show off and, once again, the hour was over too 
soon and we adjourned. 


Glenn Marx 
Phil Kalanta 
Dan Van Voorhis 
Frank Jozapaitis 
Steve Newfield 


************* 


WEST COAST REGIONAL MEETING 

Phil Moore 


Dan Demeo chaired the District 7 meeting at the Long Beach Coin Show, 7:00 PM, Friday, May 
31, 2003. 


Those in attendance 

Phil Moore 
Bill Noyes 
Dan Demeo 
Bill Yates 
Ron Shintaku 


Northridge, CA 
Cape Cod, MA 
Torrance, CA 
Fort Worth, TX 
Long Beach, CA 


Julian Leidman 
Doug Bird 
John Kraljevich 
Tom Reynolds 
Jon Lusk 


Silver Springs, MD 
Torrance, CA 
Annapolis, MD 
Omaha, NE 
Ypsilanti, Ml 
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The meeting was called to order and each of the participants introduced himself and stated his 
collecting interests. 

Our chairman opened a discussion about the 2003 EAC Convention. Most of the participants 
had attended the convention and the overall comments were positive. A reminder was made 
about the 2004 EAC Convention to be held in San Diego at the Marriott Mission Valley on 
April 15 - 18, 2004. 

It was reported that Dr. Wallace Lee Collection, sold by Superior Galleries just prior to this coin 
show, set a new record for an early copper sale. The sale realized more than 2.7 million, but 
the real highlight was the C. Douglas Smith collection of 1798 large cents included in this sale. 

The only new find reported on the floor was a 1835 Nil, found by one of our regular cherry 
pickers. 

Bill Noyes reported that he will be compiling information for a new early copper price list and has 
requested input from several of the members. Jon Lusk will be providing technical assistance 
for this project. Bill plans to have this available by the ANA convention this summer. Jon Lusk 
also reported the status of the ongoing Numistudy DVD project. 

Other discussions included a "buyers beware" alert on eBay lots using incorrect pictures, and 
the current Region 8 debates about dividing future EAC sales into two sessions. 

The meeting was then adjourned. Our next scheduled western regional meeting will be at the 
Long Beach Show on Friday, September 19, 2003 at 7:00 PM. 

************* 


SOUTHEAST REGIONAL MEETING 

Chip Cutcliff 

An EAC meeting was held Saturday morning, June 7, at 9:00, in conjunction with the Georgia 
Numismatic Association Show. In attendance were Col. Steve Ellsworth (Ret.), Norman 
Thomas, Eugene Williams, Barry Kurian and Chip Cutcliff. I had asked that Steve bring some of 
the more rare dates for show-and-tell (we discussed the 1804 date and varieties two years ago). 
The meeting started right at 9:00. Steve Ellsworth brought 18 coins from his stock, composed 
of two dates: 1793 and 1799. The coins were inspected by each member present and on 
occasion, compared to plates in two of the Large Cent references. Discussion on the relative 
rarity of the dates / types occurred, with consensus being that the rarest date was the 1799, 
followed by the 1793 Liberty Cap cents, and finally, the 1793 chains. 

Numerous 1799's were examined, in varying grades. The 9/8 variety was considered more 
difficult than the '99 normal date. In the Caps, it was pointed out how the cap device was softly 
struck on most coins, independent of the grade of the coin. With the chains, the "Ameri" and 
"with periods" coins were inspected and compared. Quite a lot of upper end copper to behold, 
and at a small private viewing! 

My thanks to Steve for heading up the meeting and providing materials. Next year we may try a 
lunch meeting to see if it is any easier for members to attend. 

************* 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS OF UPCOMING MEETINGS 


The EAC meeting at the ANA Convention will be held on Friday, August 1, at 9 AM, in Room 
319 of the Baltimore Convention Center, One West Pratt Street, Baltimore, MD 21201. 


EAC Region #2 Meeting 

There will be a Region 2 EAC meeting held in Western New York State in October. It has been 
a long time since we have had a meeting in this part of NY and I would like to thank EAC’er Nick 
Gampietro for setting this one up. The show is a neat local show with quite a few EAC 
members in the area. It runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

When: Sunday, October 26, 2003, at 12 noon 

Where: Harvey D. Morin Coin & Stamp Show 

Harvey D. Morin VFW Post #2940 
965 Center Road 
West Seneca, NY 

Agenda: A presentation of Walter Husak's 1 794 Large Cents on CD. 

Upcoming events 
EAC 2004 
Show & Tell 
Swaps & Sales 

Info: Nick Gampietro 7 1 6-655-1 467 (best to call in AM) 

Chuck Heck 631-928-0909 or ChuckHeck@msn.com 

Craig Hamling: hcraig@warwick.net 


************* 


NEW CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of P-W . 
Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individuals are received by the 
Membership Committee before the September issue of P-W . all will be declared elected to full 


membership at that time. 

Chairman of the Membership 

Committee is Rod Burress, 

9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 


NAME 

CITY, STATE 

MEMBER # 

Karl Stepp 

Jacksonville Beach, FL 

5120 

George Franklin 

Morristown, TN 

5121 

Robert K. McGill 

Jeannette, PA 

5122 

Thomas Masbruch 

Tiffin, IA 

5123 

Stephen Ziring 

Willow Grove, PA 

5124 

Curt Wildemann 

Moapa, NV 

5125 

James D. Cox 

Apex, NC 

5126 

Max Spiegel 

Brooklyn, NY 

5127 

Daniel B. Van Voorhis 

Cream Ridge, NJ 

5128 

Michael Burkholder 

Carol Stream, IL 

5129 

Bob Feinland 

Cedarhurst, NY 

5130 

A. E. Vaillancourt 

Leominster, MA 

5131 

Philip Robinson 

Irvine, CA 

************* 

5132 
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OBITUARIES 
Bill Weber, EAC #41 1 



It is with heavy heart that I must report the 
death of Bill Weber. Bill suffered a 
massive heart attack last Monday, June 
23rd. He was 84. 


Bill was a good friend. I owe much of my 
awareness about early copper to him. My 
visits to his home in 1992 and 1999 will 
be events that I will recall with much 
enjoyment for the rest of my life. During 
those visits, I saw a collection whose 
quality everyone can now appreciate. It 
took him nearly 55 years to assemble it. 


one of the older guys. The loss of that much 
replaced. I will miss him. 


It is difficult to accept the loss of a dear 
friend. It is especially significant when the 
friend is both one of the "good guys’ and 
experience, that much knowledge, cannot be 

- Rick Coleman 


He was the kind of man who you thought would just keep going on. Then on July 2, we 
received e-mail from Mike Packard saying that Bill suffered a fatal heart attack on June 23. 
We were in total shock. To say that we will miss him is a gross understatement. Our 
sincerest condolences go out to his wife Elaine and to the entire Weber family. 

The one thing we liked so much about Bill is the fact he was not a hole filler. He was into 
condition and quality. We joked with him that his auction catalog was analogous with going 
to the Hershey factory. Bill had a superb eye for color and surfaces. When his collection 
went up for auction in June 2002, the bidders (ourselves included) paid for that quality 
dearly. We all knew we were getting a piece of a hand-crafted, quality collection. 

If our collection ever ends up being one-tenth of what Bill's was, we will have done well. In 
our own way it is what we strive for. No filling holes for the sake of doing so, no hurry, no 
junk. 

The following was the text from our exhibit at EAC 2003. Bill attended the convention and 
got to see this. It came from our heart and in light of his passing, it means that much more. 

A COIN FROM A FRIEND 

Our first EAC was at this location eight years ago in 1995. Despite membership in 
EAC for four years, we remember walking into the Half Cent Happening quite 
intimidated. That year, the 1804 (C)ohen-6 was chosen. Yes, the variety known 
for its many fantastic die states. 

It was then that a gentleman by the name of Bill Weber took the time to speak with 
us. Bill gave us the lowdown on how the Happening worked and made us feel 
more at ease. It could have all ended there, but he continued to talk to us about 
our collecting interests and goals. Bill told us how important it was to strive for the 
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best condition coins within our budget. He also reinforced the idea of patience and 
how it takes time to assemble a quality collection. 

When Bill's coins were sold in the spring of 2002, we were hoping to obtain a coin 
from his collection. Provenances are nice, but to own a coin from someone you 
know and respect is even more special. 

Lot 2298 from the Bill Weber collection of Half Cents is such a coin. It's an 1804 
C-5 (Rarity-3+), Manley Die State 5.0 (the usual state) in EAC EF40, net 
VF35/Average Plus condition. Almost every single Half Cent that Bill had in the 
sale hammered for a higher price, but this coin follows the lessons that Bill was 
kind enough to share at that convention eight years ago. 

-- Greg and Lisa Heim 


-- Dan Demeo forward the obituary notice from the Santa Rosa, California Press-Democrat : 

WEBER, William R. (Bill) Died suddenly June 23rd in Scottsdale, Ariz. Loving husband of 
Elaine Doyle Weber. He was 84 years old. Born in San Jose on May 16, 1919 to 
Rayomond Peter-Weber and Cosby Ida Sheldon Weber. He and his younger brother 
Sheldon (Bud) enjoyed their early years on a farm south of Salinas. He graduated from 
University High in Oakland in 1938 and joined the Navy in April 1941. He began flight 
training in 1943 and with additional instruction, became a flight instructor in 1945. He hung 
up his flight gear in 1947 and moved back to San Jose and Los Gatos with his young family. 
He laves behind his daughter Susan of Aptos, son Gary (and wife Theresa) of Gilbert, Ariz., 
son Ray (and wife Sue) of Santa Cruz, daughter Blanche (and husband Greg) Marioka of 
San Jose. One grandson, Tom Weber (and wife Karen) of Chandler, Ariz. Three 
stepchildren, James Doyle (and wife Leni), Greg Doyle and Judith Doyle Munson, and 
numerous grandchildren. He will be sorely missed!! Bill worked for Western California Tel. 
Co (GTE) for 31 years; retired in 1979. Was an avid coin collector and nationally 
recognized expert in his field. He was held in very high regard in the Numismatic Society. 
He cherished his many friendships. A private memorial was held for him on July 3rd in San 
Jose. Any donations may be made to the American Heart Association. 


The news of Bill Weber's death has saddened me very much. He was my oldest and 
closest friend in the EAC half cent community, and I will miss him. 

~ R. Tettenhorst 


~ and your Editor adds: 

I'll miss his calls. Maybe three times a year, the phone would ring, and it would be Bill -- 
often with a project in mind -- always with an Idea . The Ideas just kept coming, and they 
always reflected Bill's desire to make EAC an even-better organization. Often, as a 
corollary, he'd express frustration with the attitude, still prevalent in certain quarters, that 
'we've never done it that way, so it can't be done.' Bill was never about "can't" [pun 
intended !] His last great desire was that EAC use its financial resources to foster 
numismatic research. Again, he cared not a whit that that 'hadn't been done' in the past, 
because Bill was always looking to the future . I suspect that's why he seemed more like 48 
than 84 - and that realization is perhaps the greatest tribute I can offer. 

* * * 
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Stu Hodge, EAC #767 



Stu Hodge died on June 25 at the age of 60 following complications from emergency 
heart bypass surgery. He had just returned from a vacation in Colorado with his family. 
He leaves his wife Linda, two children and six grandchildren. Stu was born in Buffalo, 
NY, received his engineering degree from Texas Tech University and MBA from The 
University of Dallas. 

I have known Stu for 32 years and we worked together for more than 20 years at E- 
Systems (now called Raytheon Systems Co.) and I actually got him interested in large 
cents in 1977. He joined EAC in 1979 and after attending his first convention that year 
in Florida was hooked. He was active in EAC affairs and served as president from 1987 
to 1990. While he enjoyed the challenge of collecting high quality large cents he also 
enjoyed the camaraderie of fellow collectors and formed many lasting friendships. 

We hosted EAC conventions in Dallas in 1981, 1987 and in 1993 Stu almost single 
handedly organized the convention with less than nine months' notice after the planned 
Philadelphia site was canceled. Stu's many contributions to EAC include the first use of 
a computer to compile auction results. This came after spending most of the night 
working with Bill Noyes to manually compile bids after the sale. He also introduced the 
concept of assigning permanent responsibility of convention duties such as bourse 
chairman, educational forum chairman, etc. 

In addition to coins he collected rare books and stamps. He was an avid tennis player, 
an active member of his church, and well known for his dry wit. He was a trusted and 
loyal friend and will be greatly missed. - Ed Jasper 
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I learned of Stu Hodge's passing the same day, from his close friend Ed Jasper. 

For a lot of us, EAC is an extended family. On June 25th, we lost someone who was 
very much part of the fabric of EAC. The 1993 EAC Convention in Dallas was the first 
time I met Stu, and as a newer member all I knew was that I had a great time and that it 
was a wonderful convention. Maybe that's all that matters when you're new to any club. 

I had no idea that Stu Hodge had pulled it together so quickly. On top of that, Stu went 
out of his way to welcome me into the club (I really didn't know many people, as this 
was my second EAC convention) and to be a gracious host - as if he wasn't working 
overtime on the convention already. 

I had breakfast with Stu in Las Vegas at the 2002 convention. It was part of this 
informal mentoring whereby he would share with me his ideas and concerns in regard to 
making EAC even better. I wish I would have had the privilege, as Ed Jasper writes, of 
knowing Stu for 30+ years, because there aren't enough gentlemen with his dedication 
in ANY organization. As it is, I'm grateful to have had the chance to know Stu for 10 
years and he'll always be a mentor to me. I'll leave it to our longer term members to 
write better remembrances. But EAC and, I suspect, a lot of us, are better for having 
known Stu Hodge. I will miss him. 

- Jon Warshawsky 


Stu Hodge will be greatly missed. He was a wonderful human being who took the time 
to visit with people, get to know them and help out in any way possible. What a shame 
he left us so early. - Mary Sauvain 


It saddens me to hear of Stu Hodge's passing. He passed on what would of have been 
my father's 81st birthday. At EAC this year, I had the great privilege of speaking at 
length with Stu about the passing of my father the week before my 17th EAC 
convention. I told him how much my father wanted me to go to the convention even 
though he was very sick. Stu consoled me and was happy that I went. YES JON W., 
we are a family. I wish the best for Stu's family and his best friend, Ed Jasper. Ed: 
One has only a few true friends in this short life we have on this earth; and I know Stu 
was your best friend! - Jeff Gresser 


-- and your Editor adds: 

I first got to know Stu at EAC in San Mateo, in '84. He was regretfully selling off a 
number of his Early Dates, including what he always called his "favorite coin": an AU S- 
249. For years afterward, he'd teasingly ask about "his coins." So I'm especially glad 
that I let him visit them one last time, when I was putting up my exhibit of 1803's in 
Cincinnati . . . 

I wouldn't hear from Stu for months on end, and then I'd get a laconic email: like the 
time a few years back, when an overrated Husker team barely beat his Texas Tech Red 
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Raiders, and I got an email which said simply, "24-14 ain't bad." I asked him on another 
occasion why U. T. had been so dominant in the old Southwest Conference, and he 
gave me a two-word answer: "Darryl Royal" -- and an explanation of what that meant : 
"keeping black athletes OUT." 

He could be equally blunt about 'matters EAC' . . . Suffice it to say that he was seriously 
concerned about the direction of the club several years ago; that was why he agreed to 
chair the most recent nominating committee. Although, as he put it in a retrospective 
email to me (4/25/02), "Apparently Noyes left me a message that was too subtle even 
for my cynical nature. When he incited me to 'do something' the previous year, he didn't 
want me nominating; rather, he was looking for me to run for president again. Silly boy." 
I can see him chuckling as he typed those words. 

Similarly, at this year's EAC, we were sitting at his table talking, when I noted that there 
weren't many open spaces (meaning, coins sold) out of his tray of offerings. He 
shrugged, looked me in the eye, and said, "This is anger management!" - and burst out 
laughing. 

With this as prelude, I'd like to share his last two emails with me. January 14 of this 
year, in the aftermath of the first heart attack, found him more serious than usual: 

Indeed, I did make bail from cardiac arrest, although to be candid being 
tethered in their CCU dissipated my sense of humor. In truth, given the actual 
attack occurred in the ER, they were all over it in a flash. From the time of 
confirmation to commencing of angiogram was nominally 15 minutes, hence, 
virtually nil damage sustained. Actually, the diet-lifestyle scenario was already 
in place, but unfortunately I do have this genetic curse. Of course the flip side 
is I'm acutely aware of any signs and respond accordingly. Among my father's 
many renal, carotid, aortic and heart problems, the greatest was an almost 
lethal attack at 57. He was so damaged as to be virtually incapacitated for two 
years - I do pay attention! Thanks for your message and the very best to 
everyone. 

And the very last, from May 5: 

Reports of my demise are still greatly exaggerated. One of the stents had 
occluded and had also not properly healed which had various cardiologists very 
upset. They have gone ultraconservative - added an additional stent, cleared 
the blockage and sentenced me to one year of Plavix . . . 

B/T/W, Nurse Mildred Ratched has resurfaced from the Cuckoo's Nest -- she's 
now residing in the CVICU at St. Paul University Hospital. I tried my best Jack 
Nicholson impersonation to no avail and fortunately no lobotomy. 

So now again, I'm laughing through my tears. Good bye, dear friend. 


************* 
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CONFESSIONS OF AN EAC ADDICT 

Installment 5 

J.P 

CHAPTER 24: COLLECTING COIN AUCTION CATALOGUES, or, 

LEARNING MORE THAN YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW 

In my large cent world, buying the JR Frankenfield catalogue begat buying the Robbie 
Brown (I & II) catalogues, which begat buying the Jack Robinson catalogues, which begat 
buying the Lee Kuntz catalogue, which begat buying the Bob Matthews catalogue, which begat 
buying the Van Cleave catalogue, and so on. 

I now have nearly 40 begats - I mean, catalogues -- in my library to peruse at my 
pleasure, which I do frequently. If My Beloved Lizzie sees me walking up the stairs after dinner, 
she asks, “A date with Edna?” 

I nod my head gravely and say, “Sinus infection. I’m going to try to cheer her up.” 

Sometimes I open a catalogue at random and look for the lowest grade cents which a 
collector included in his collection. For example, why did JR Frankenfield settle for an S-20 in 
Fair2 condition? (I bought this coin at the 2002 EAC Sale just so I can say I have a coin from 
the Frankenfield collection.) And why did he settle for low-grade 1796’s - an S-85 in AG3, and 
S-88 in G5, and S-100 in G4, and an S-101 in AG3? Surely he could’ve found better examples 
if he searched a bit longer and harder. 

Other times I just look at the photographed cents in the Superior catalogues and try to 
determine the actual grade without looking at the text. When I do this, I find myself becoming a 
more critical and conservative grader. While I used to grade large cents with VG10 sharpness 
and light porosity as VG 8, now that I’ve gotten in touch with my inner Bill Noyes, I grade them 
G5 or even G4 if I notice a dull nick or a rim bruise. 

This, of course, makes it eminently more difficult for me when I search for large cents. 
There are dealers who grade their large cents strictly on sharpness, they deduct a couple points 
for scratches or corrosion. Dealers take their own grading very seriously. Questioning their 
grading is like talking to someone who has a perpetual case of prickly heat. If you want to 
discuss a cent’s grade, better to do it through the price. If you think a large cent is worth $90 
and the dealer thinks it’s worth $125, then you may arrive at a compromise value, even if each 
of you has a different grade in mind. But if you think the cent is worth $100 and the dealer 
thinks it’s worth $250, just thank him, say you’ll think about it, and walk away. Save your anger 
for things that truly deserve it, like the fact that you never get enough poppies on a poppy bagel. 

There are times I read the catalogue text for pedigrees, to see the famous names 
(Clapp, Sheldon, Paschal, etc ). Who owned which coin for how long before it ended up in 
someone else’s hands. This can provide fascinating background information. After a year of 
reading large cent pedigrees, I’ve learned that every single large cent in North America was 
owned, at one time or another, by Denis Loring. 

Sometimes with ultra-rare cents -- an S-79, for example - you’ll see what a small and 
incestuous world EAC can be. Competition for the ultra-rare cent can be cut throat, especially 
when it involves the completion of a Sheldon numbers large cent set. According to Breen’s new 
Encyclopedia of U.S. Large Cents, 1793- 1814 . 12 complete sets have been collected. It’s the 
numismatic equivalent of climbing Mt. Everest. One collector will agree to put it up for auction 
so someone else can buy it and say they owned it, but promise to put it back on auction so the 
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original collector/owner can get it back, or some other collector can own it, possibly being the 
next person to form a complete Sheldon variety set. On Wall Street this would be known as 
insider trading, but among EAC heavy hitters this is called sharing the wealth. To illustrate this 
point, here is a pedigree for the S-79 in the Frankenfield auction catalogue: 

Denis Loring (1976) to Robbie Brown (1986) to Jack Robinson (1989) to 
Lee Kuntz (1991) to JR Frankenfield (1995) to Dan Holmes (1995) to 
Robbie Brown (1996) to JR Frankenfield (2001) 

When I get catalogues with price lists, I write the price the large cent earned in the 
catalogue by the lot number. This is, I understand, a no-no for serious catalogue collectors. 
Also, whenever I have the time and inclination, I’ll annotate the prices paid in the pedigree 
section of a cent to show its progress in value over time. The prices paid for a cent aren’t really 
interesting (unless, of course, you don’t have that variety, in which case you now know what the 
real market can bear), except in a historical sense, where you see that the Chalkley S-42, which 
sold for $1150 in 1990, and then fetched $880 in the 2002 EAC Sale. This tells me something, 
but I don’t know exactly what it is. Did the person who paid $1150 at the Chalkley auction 
overpay for the coin? Or did the person who bought the Chalkley S-42 in 2002 get a bargain? 
Who knows? Maybe the next time this cent sells at auction, the price paid at that time will 
illuminate the pricing situation. I hope Jack Robinson will have something to say about this in 
his next CQR. 

As I acquire more catalogues, I find myself spending more time with them. It’s an easy 
enjoyable, educational and fabulous way to spend an evening with Edna. More than once has 
My Beloved Lizzie knocked on the door to my study only to find me with my head on top of a 
pile of catalogues, snoring quietly, or not so quietly. What goes through My Beloved Lizzie’s 
mind at a time like this? Does she say to herself, “A boy playing with his toys?” or “Edna 
must’ve tired him out.” in any case, My Beloved Lizzie wakes me up and leads me to our bed 
across the hall. Now that’s true love. 


CHAPTER 25: UPGRADING MY SHELDON VARIETIES, or, 

OH BOY! ANOTHER REASON TO SPEND MORE MONEY 

When one dealer doesn’t have any Sheldons I can add to my collection, he asks, “Have 
any varieties that need upgrading?” 

At first I think he’s pulling my leg, or else he’s being terribly extravagant. Say I have, for 
example, a 1797 S-138 in G5+ that I bought for $60. When I bought it I thought it was good 
enough for my collection — a very nice dark tan with a bold full date and Liberty, a strong portrait, 
two minor rim bruises at 12:30 and 9:30, with a touch of light porosity here and there. There’s a 
bit more porosity on the reverse with one tiny rim nick and 2:00, and two substantial areas of die 
sinking that obliterates the upper left half of the wreath and STATES, and OF AM with the upper 
right leaves. Everything else is readable. 

This is one of those lower-grade large cents that has a lot of character, particularly if the 
boldness of the obverse (despite the G5+ grade), and the late die state (LDS) with considerable 
swelling on the reverse. This coin is major reason why early date large cents are so collectible-- 
— it provides a clear picture of the failure of minting technology in the late 1790's. But it’s also a 
beautiful coin, a worn and damaged veteran of early American commerce, (and this is where I 
respectfully disagree with Jack Robinson’s comments that early large cents are like 
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Rembrandts. They’re not technically beautiful, but they’re beautiful because of their flaws and 
their patina of wear. Like My Beloved Lizzie says, they’re war veterans that we respect and 
cherish.) 

It just so happens that I haven’t added a Sheldon variety to my collection in nearly a 
month. It just so happens, also, that dealer has and S-148 in FI 5 for $350. It’s a lovely coin, 
slightly off-center toward 8:00 with very wide dentils between 1:00 and 4:00. All the details are 
bold and the coin has clean rims. It’s a warm walnut steel brown with a few circulation marks. 
The reverse is similarly off-center with a clean surface and a slightly earlier die state of die 
sinking than my lower-grade coin. You can see the swollen area at the upper half of the left 
wreath, though ail the leaves and STATE are visible. The other area of swelling is more 
advanced; the second S in STATES is gone along with the lower halves of OF and the left foot 
of the first A in AMERICA. The tips of the upper leaves on the upper right wreath are gone too. 
It’s a very attractive cent. 

I ask for a discount, and the dealer counter with $325. This is more than I paid for many 
of my 1796 Sheldons, but the desire to upgrade, or, more specifically, to spend more money 
when I don’t need to, becomes terribly enticing. I write my check for $325. Upgrading a large 
cent, I’m finding out, is just as good as adding a new Sheldon number to my collection. 


CHAPTER 26: SELLING DUPLICATES, or, 

RECYCLING COINS TO FEED THE COPPER HABIT 

As soon as I’ve upgraded enough large cents, I have a pile of about 20 duplicates. 
Some of these I want to keep because they’re a different die state from the upgraded cent. 
From reading the Jack Robinson catalogue I’ve learned the joys of documenting the progression 
of die cracks and failure. It’s the same impulse that prompts parents to put up framed photos of 
their children as they are growing older, or mark their height along the door frame of the pantry. 

Like every other coin collector, I’ve tried selling coins I no longer wanted and was 
disappointed by the prices dealers offered. I thought the same would be true of large cents. 
Luckily, as I made a point of telling Rod Burress that I was upgrading when I was purchasing 
an S-222 in FI 5+ from his price list, he asked whether I had any duplicates to sell. You bet I 
did. 

So I made a list of 20 large cents and included my best estimation of their grade and 
price, and sent them as a consignment to Rod. Using EAC grading, Rod assessed my cents for 
condition, sometimes adjusting the grade a point higher or lower, and then repricing the coins as 
necessary. I was gratified that Rod agreed with the majority of the grades I’d assigned my large 
cents. 

Three months later Rod had sold all of my large cents and owed me $1200 minus his 
10% commission. During those three months, however, I’d been buying large cents from Rod’s 
price lists and charging them against the proceeds of my consignment. When it came time to 
settle the account, rather than receiving a check from Rod, I ended up sending him a check for 
about $600. But the process, buying large cents I needed for my collection against the 
proceeds of my consignment, was very satisfying. So now I’m much more willing to upgrade 
knowing that I won’t lose much, if any, money in the process. 

Let me take the time here to say how incredibly knowledgeable and helpful Rod Burress 
is about large cents and copper coins, how devoted he is to the success of EAC as an 
organization, and how scrupulously fair and honest he is as an EAC grader and dealer. Rod is 
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one of people who’ve made EAC the great organization it is. Kudos to you, Rod, for your high 
sense of personal and professional ethics. May you collect copper and help other people collect 
copper for many years to come. 

There are other EAC dealers who are generous in buying early American copper, 
particularly if you bought it from them originally. The very amiable Col. Steven K. Ellsworth, 
whose coin business goes by the name Butternut, will buy back coins he s sold you for 90% of 
their original price if you buy and upgrade from him. And Jim Long of JEL Coins and Rod 
Burress both offer 100% back if you buy an update from them. I’m sure there are other dealers 
out there who give generous buy back terms, but I’ve never dealt with them; I mention only 
those dealers I’ve had personal dealings with. 

Ultimately, what these buyback programs and generous resale terms show, besides the 
inherent value of early American copper, is the genuine fraternity that exist among EAC 
collectors and dealers of copper coins from America’s early history. We're not just collectors 
and dealers, but historians, scholars, and custodians of our national heritage. 


Chapter 27: A DAMAGED RARE CENT, or, 

MY PANTS ARE COOLING OFF 

In the NTL/Scotsman auction catalogue scheduled for April 19, 2002, there are some 
large cent varieties on my want list. One variety that intrigues me the most is S-68 with the 
bisecting die break on the obverse. The catalogue copy reveals plenty of pitting on the obverse. 

The next day, on a friend’s computer, I see the S-68 -- a fairly nasty obverse with a 
much better reverse. It must be an earlier state die break as the die crack is visible only on the 
coin’s left field. The obverse has suffered extensive pitting/denting in both fields, the hair, chin, 
and profile. It’s such a shame for this to have happened to an R5 cent. The detail is close to 
VG8, but the damage brings the net grade down to AG3, or even lower. 

I consider whether I want to own this cent. It is, after all, a very rare variety with no more 
than 60 known to exist. The date of LIBERTY are intact and quite bold. What would I bid on 
this cent— $200? $250? The G5 value is $750; AG3 is $250. Is there anyone out there willing 
to spend $250 for this cent? I could make a low-ball offer of $190 and hope I get it. But would I 
be happy if I got the coin? It does fill a hole on my Sheldon want list, but will I be happy 
showing this cent to another collector? 

And this is where I realize I wouldn’t be happy with this cent. I think I should wait for a 
better S-68 to come along, even though it will be far more expensive than this one. I find I m 
becoming more selective about the large cents I acquire. I do not mail in a bid on this cent. 

A few days after the auction I call NTL/Scotsman and learn that the winning bid for the 
S68 was $180 plus 12% commission. 


CHAPTER 28: VISITING EDNA, or, 

AN ALL NIGHTER 

After dinner, when My Beloved Lizzie has a good novel to read, or wants to catch up on 
reading manuscripts for her job as editor-in-chief for a childrens book publisher, I’ll tell her, “I 
think I’ll go upstairs and visit Edna.” 


- 294 - 


Edna is, of course, my euphemism for large cents. Perhaps I’ll take out edition 16 and 
17 of the CQR and see how much certain Sheldon varieties have increased, or decreased, in 
price in just 2 1/2 years between editions. Then I might take out edition or CQR and see how 
much prices have risen between 1990 and 2001, while also noticing that the price for S-210 was 
much higher in 1990 (G5 = $1500) than in 2001 (G5 = $600). Or I could simply reread the 
introductions by Jack Robinson to the most recent editions of CQR and then read the 
introduction to edition 4. No matter how many times I read these introductions, I’m always 
delighted by Jack Robinson’s tone, sensibility, humor, and point of view. On the printed page 
he seems so personable, logical, sensible, yet also a bit feisty and curmudgeonly. It’s as if he's 
become my favorite uncle whose stories and opinions I love to hear over and over. 

Or I could take out Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of U.S. Large Cents. 1793-1814, edited 
by Mark Borkhardt, and reread certain chapters, or just read through all the varieties for one 
year; 1797, for example. One of the absolutely great things about this book is that it provides 
specific die states for each variety. For example, I can read about the nine die states for S-140 
as a narrative and see how its dies progressively fails. Or I can read the extended Condition 
Census and see how cents were owned by Dorothy Paschal. Did she sell her collection 
privately, or did she dispose of it through auction? (Jim Long will reveal to me later that he 
bought her S-48 in great VF20 detail, though it was porous, for $8000 in 1990 from a list that 
was being carried around by bill Noyes.) She seems to be one of the great collectors of large 
cents in the mid to late 20th century, but I’ve never seen anything written about her. 

Or I could take out any one of my more than 40 auction catalogues and peruse the large 
cents listed there. If it’s a pre-1980 catalogue I can marvel at how inexpensively the large cents 
sold for (a cheap and easy thrill). Or I can look through the two great Robbie Brown collections 
until I get a nosebleed from looking at so many high grade large cents. Then I may look at the 
more modest Phil Van Cleave or Bob Matthews catalogues and become grounded again. Since 
I have many of the great large cents catalogues of the last 30 years, I can always cross- 
annotate them so I know that JR Frankenfield sold his S-125 for $1725 in 2001, which he 
originally bought from the Jack Robinson sale in 1989 fro $2200. 

Or I can look through my own collection of large cents and take a closer look at all my 
varieties of 1798, for example, to see whether I’d like to upgrade any of them. Sometimes I’ll 
notice that I gave up trying to find the die state of a certain variety, and I’ll take it up again with 
fresh eyes to see what I can come up with now. Or I can simply look at a sequence of cents 
and try to understand why I gave a certain variety of grade FI 2, when today I’m leaning more 
toward F12+. 

The possibilities are endless. Of course there are days when I don't see Edna at all. 
Then I’ll spend two or three hours with her for five consecutive days. She’s always there when I 
want her. And she never asks me to take out the garbage. 


************* 
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A DESCRIPTION OF AN 1840 ORIGINAL HALF CENT 

Ken Cable-Camilleis 

I recently acquired an Original 1840 half cent from the Craig Smith/ 
William Youngman auction that took place in March. Although an impaired 
proof, it is very rare, being one of between 18 and 38 known to exist of this 
variety. 

Noted on the obverse are a cluster of multiple parallel die scratches 
extending out from right of the bonnet to just above S10, one additional die 
scratch at about a 40 degree angle to the cluster, and one short mark below 
and to the right of S10. There is another group of horizontal die scratches 
just below SI near the lower rim. The obverse rim shows heavy die polish 
marks. The reverse die appears perfect. 

Potential pedigree marks are as follows: 

• Small post-mint scratch in field due west of S 1 1 . 

• Small post-mint scratch in field east of S2, north of S 1 . 

• Small post-mint scratch in field northwest of S 1 2. 

• Light etchings in field left of SI 1/S 12 which appear as the initials 
“ZA”. 

• Contact mark east of S4, south of S5. 

• Contact mark immediate lower left of S 1 3 . 

• Other minor abrasions in obverse field. 

• Rim bruise northeast of S 1 0 

• Copper stain between tops of letters “A” and “M” of AMERICA. 

I have read and enjoyed Rick Coleman’s recent writings on the proof- 
only Original half cents. However, in reviewing the descriptions of each of 
the 38 specimens of 1840 that Mr. Coleman listed listed (which I believe 
contain some duplicate recordings), I did not see any that match this piece 
closely enough for any known provenance. Based on the description I have 
provided, does anyone recognize this piece, or know anything about any part 
of the history of the Smith/Youngman specimen? 

As a side note, I am also interested in learning of any known pedigree 
information on proof-only half cents (both Originals and Restrikes) of 1836 
and 1840-49 that have appeared at auction since 1990. 
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Talking Beginners - Honing Your Attribution Skills 

Steve Carr 

Beginning copper collectors face several hurdles as they progress in the hobby. 
One of these is confidence in attribution skills. This is especially true if you live in an 
area where copper coins are rarely seen. You see, the best way to overcome this hurdle is 
to practice. The more you practice, the better you get. But how can you practice without 
coppers being readily available? 

There are at least two ways you can sharpen your attribution skills for little or no 
money. If you have internet access, you can attribute pictured coppers on websites and 
auctions. Many pictures are excellent and make attributing easier. Others require a bit of 
imagination to make out details. Unless there is some very obvious marker, they may be 
impossible to identify. 

Pick a year or series and spend a few minutes several times a week looking at 
these coins. Pretty soon, the more common varieties become obvious when you first look 
at the picture. Sometimes rare, unattributed coins do turn up on-line, including a 1796 
NC-4 and a 1797 NC-3 spotted the same week on eBay. 

But attributing coin pictures will never be the same as examining the real thing. I 
think I found a neat, inexpensive solution. Buy and attribute culls. Culls are those low 
grade, beat up cents and half cents that are usually not worth looking at. Groups of these 
coins show up in coin shops, at shows, and on-line. 

The whole idea of attributing culls started with a plastic sack of ten large cents in 
a dealer’s case. All were culls. When I looked at them I found that most were middle 
dates (there were 4 “Head of 1836” cents in the group) and one was a draped bust cent. 
The price was $20. 

Initially, conflicting thoughts crossed my mind. With $20 I could buy a really nice 
very good Middle Date cent, maybe even a fine. Such a coin might be a nice addition to 
my collection or serve as trading material. On the other hand, it would be fun to try 
attributing these low grade, beat up cents. It would be a challenge! 

After all, maybe one of those culls was a rare variety, or the draped bust cent an 
NC, just waiting to be found! Finding an NC, even a cull, would be real exciting. 

After a few quick thoughts back and forth, I realized it was a “no-brainer.” The 
lure of an NC won. I bought the culls. 

When I got home, I pulled out my favorite attribution books, John Wright’s The 
Cent Book, 1816-1839 (Bloomington, MN: Litho Technical Services, 1992) and Bill 
Noyes’ United States Large Cents - 1793-1814 (Bloomington, MN: Litho Technical 
Services, 1991), and spread the cents out. What a sorry lot! Three had major damage. The 
rest were very porous or just plain worn out. 

I am pretty good at attributing early copper. But it would not be an 
understatement to say that I was overwhelmed. What had I done? Where do I start? Will 
it even be possible to attribute these “beasts?” 

After the initial shock, I decided to attribute the easiest ones first. Looking for 
obvious markers, I found that two had dates. One of the dated coins was a holed and 
mutilated 1838. 1838’s can be difficult to attribute, so I quickly put it back down. The 
other dated cull had three holes in it. The tops of “837” were visible and Liberty had 
beaded hair cords. 


-297- 


XXXVII / 217 


That narrowed the attribution considerably. Only four varieties of 1837 have 
beaded hair cords, N-9, N-10, N-l 1, and N-12. Not bad for two quick clues. Maybe this 
would be easier than I thought. 

A check of the variety descriptions showed a crack on Liberty’s neck, so it was an 
N-9. 1 was a little disappointed - 1837 N-9 is a common variety. But my disappointment 
was short lived. After all, I was able to attribute it, and quickly, too. 

That evening, I also attributed the 1838. It was an N-6, a very common variety. 
This one was much tougher and, by the time I finished, I was ready to quit. This was 
supposed to be fun and challenging, not frustrating. 

For the next several weeks, I would pull the culls and my books out when I felt 
like having a large cent “experience.” Sometimes, I would look at them for only a few 
minutes, then put them away. Other times, I looked at them longer. I read and re-read the 
variety descriptions in the books, looked at the coins, and started catching small 
identifying markers much more easily. 

One evening, I picked up the draped bust, my potential NC. The lower obverse 
was slick and just the bottoms of “BERTY” were visible. ONE CENT and the center 
leaves on the wreath were visible. Some of the legend letters could barely be seen when 
the coin was angled “just so.” 

I had looked at the coin at least twenty times before, but this time I saw something 
different. Liberty had a double chin, quite visible if you looked for it. My first thought 
was the year 1803, where four varieties have the “mumps.” It was worth a try, I checked 
my book and, sure enough, it was a “mumps” obverse. That made this coin an S-246, S- 
247, S-248, or S-249. 

I looked at the reverse, but none of the usual attribution markers were visible. It 
did seem, however, that the leaf below the T in CENT extended to the right of the right 
pendant on the T, with a small field area between the T and the leaf. Checking the 
pictures in Bill Noyes’ book, I found the only one close was the S-247. 

Shucks, no NC, but I did discover a really entertaining large cent activity that has 
sharpened my attribution skills. Common varieties are easier to recognize and it is not as 
hard to spot small differences on coppers. After one year, I have attributed eight of these 
coins. The other two have so little detail; I fear I may never attribute them. 

You can also take cull attribution to a higher level. Have a friend attribute some 
culls with you. What a blast! Quick confirmation or denial of a claim, another copper 
mind to bounce ideas off, what else could you ask for? You could even up the stakes and 
play a game of attribution whist. 

Large cent whist is a game played by some early copper collectors. Participants 
show their example of a variety and the players determine which is best. A player gets 
one point for having the variety and the best example receives an additional point. 

Attribution whist is played in much the same way. All you need are a few cull or 
low-grade large cents and two players. Participants view the coins and attribute them. A 
correct attribution gives that participant a point. An incorrect attribution gets no point. Of 
course, everyone has to agree on the attribution. A more competitive game might involve 
keeping time for the attribution. The quickest attribution would be worth another point. 
At the end of the match, the player with the most points wins. 

Anyone up for a game of attribution whist? 

************* 
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REVIEW OF THE SALE OF THE DR.W ALLACE LEE COLLECTION, AND THE C. 
DOUGLAS SMITH COLLECTION OF 1798 CENTS 

Chris McCawley 


May 25th started as any other day: a quick shower, a call 
from home, a cup of mini bar coffee. But 14 hours and 2.8 
million dollars later we had experienced the biggest valuable 
day of early copper ever. 

It started with the first Doc Lee lot 1793 C-l Half Cent 
in a PCGS EF40 holder. Pretty close to accurate by EAC 
standards. VF35 would be a conservative grade. This opened 
about 30% back of grey sheet bid for EF and then was bid 
to a total $16,000 (prices include a 15% buyers’ premium, 
(m.o.l.) Not a bad start! Things continued about the same. 
Lot 66, a commercial UNC 1974 C-l AU50 EAC grade 
brought a stunning $16,000. The three 94 C-lb’s brought 
moderate to soft prices. Lot 78, the rare 1794 C-3b brought 
$17,250 - only a couple thousand less that at Frankenfield. 
But the price then seemed crazy. By today’s standards 17K 
seemed like a bargain for the second finest of only 5 known! 

I bought a nice FI 5 1794 C-l (not one of Doc Lee’s coins, 
but from an eastern consignor) for a reasonable $5750. Then 
we watched as lot 93, a really choice EF 1794 C-9, was 
hammered down to a previously (we thought) retired collector. 
“Amore est aeternus”! A pretty 1795 C-l EF40 brought a 
strong $6000. The 95 C-2a choice AU brought $16,000. I 
really liked lot 109, the 1795 C-5a with full dentilation and 
strong reverse. It brought $3900, a price fully as strong as the 
reverse for a VF30 coin. Everyone loved the choice VF 1795 
C-6b, lot 116. After the spirited bidding, it brought a 
remarkable $27,600 to an increasingly famous New Jersey 
collector. The very ugly, but very authentic 1796 no pole lot 
118 brought $19,500. The pretty close to AU 1796 C-2 with 
pole brought $63,250! 

I was carrying a very strong bid on the beautiful 1 803 C- 
2 lot 147. This was one of the “Baltimore Massacre” coins. 
Described there as “Brown with subdued blue highlights and 
simply beautiful”! It was priced there at $4000 (quite a lot in 
1983). For those of you unfamiliar, the Baltimore Massacre 
refers to the very significant collection of Half Cents formed 
over many years by a collector/dealer friend of Roger Cohen’s. 
Many condition census pieces and remarkable die states were 
in the collection. Through an agreement with dealers Ron 
Guth, Steve Fischer, and Jim McGuigan the collection was to 
be offered first come, first served with the orders to be 
accepted by phone or mail no earlier that February 14, 1983. 
The collection was initially billed as the “Baltimore 
Collection” and was a nice photocopied list with descriptions, 
prices, and rules of engagement was sent out well in advance 
of the sale date. One collector called Ron Guth at 1 1 :45 p.m. 
February 13th. Asked about the weather, about his health. 
Inquired about the well being of his baby daughter. “Hey, 
how about those Dodgers?” Then at the stroke of midnight: 
“I’ll take these five half cents.” R.G., that is Ron, had the 


unpleasant duty to tell him the entire collection had been sold 
intact to a Michigan collector (Doc Lee ! ) As you can imagine 
this bending or breaking of the rules was considered a gross 
miscarriage of justice by many collectors. And thus came to 
be known as the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre or the 
“Baltimore Massacre”. 

Well, what a difference twenty years makes. The loss to 
the 1983 collectors is the gain to collectors of 2003. 1 would 
presume all disappointment or bad feeling for 1983 has 
dissipated, though I have in the past been known to presume 
wrongly. I note in the copy of the “Baltimore Sale” I am using 
the note “JM wants” written in the margin next to the 1 803 
C-2. What could this mean? And who could this JM of twenty 
years ago be? 

When the bidding on lot 147 began it became immediately 
apparent that my “JM” of twenty years ago retained an interest. 
Moreover, a number of kindred spirits shared his interest in 
the coin. Even the original owner of the Baltimore Collection 
tried to get back his dream coin. The bidding went racing 
past the $4000 level, didn’t hesitate at 10 and continued to a 
hammer of 18K, that is close to $21,000. The Texas collector 
who I bought it for expresses his complete satisfaction with 
the coin and the price. “Why should this be worth less that an 
1804 C-4 in EF?” Well, it’s not any more! 

Just a couple lots later another Baltimore Massacre coin 
came up. The 1803 C-2 F15 in a rare intermediate die state. 
This brought $8000. How much is this die state worth? This 
coin’s twin was sold for $1725 as lot 146. But it was an early 
die state. 

I bought several nice Draped Busts for stock. A nice 
borderline UNC 1803 C-3. A great 1804 C-4 CC#3 and the 
Manley plate coin. A couple 1804 C-6 die states. OOPS! I 
missed lot 194, the finest known terminal die state 1804 C-l. 
Who would pay almost $14,000 for a die state? Perhaps the 
mysterious aforementioned “JM”. 

I bought a nice EF 1 804 C- 1 1 lot 2 17 for about $2200. It 
seemed like a bargain since the last AU (Bill Weber’s beautiful 
slider) brought around $20,000. I bought a nice AU50 1 806 
C-2 small six with stems for $8625. The nicest I have ever 
owned. I buy a pair of rare 1808 C-2 die states for a client. 
Then watch as the gem “60” 1 808 C-3 sells for an astonishing 
$ 1 7,250. My notes aren’t clear here. I can read the first initial 
is a “J” but the second initial is definitely not an “M” and 
may be a “B”. Does any one know this mysterious Half Cent 
collector JB. Ho, ho, ho. 

A nice VF 1 809 C- 1 brought an extremely strong $ 1 4,000 
plus the juice while the essentially mint state 1 809 C-2 brought 
a total of $11,500. Lot 281, the 1811 2 star break, was, I 
thought, a much nicer than the tooled and burnished 
Schonwalter coin. But this actually brought a little less at 
$10,350. Still I imagine the two starred break is clear enough 
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on either coin to satisfy most die state collectors. A nice run 
of proofs was highlighted by a gemmy first restrike at over 
$ 1 1 ,000. These have finally been getting a little more attention 
recently. 

The Half Cents overall brought very strong prices, almost 
comparable to the incomparable Weber sale. 

The Large Cents started strong with the possible retoned 
1793 S-9 EF45 bringing a very strong $19,500. A few lots 
later the stone cold gem 1794 S-24 Ex. Jackman-Hines- 
Naftzger. Now in a PCGS MS 67 holder brought $92,000. 
Does anyone know of a higher price at auction for a 1794 
cent? 

A recently discovered 1794 S-37, not pretty but rare 
brought $10,350. 

I had owned the pretty 1794 S-44 AU50 a couple times 
before. After some competition it went to a California collector 
of 94s for $12,650. Wonder what I sold it for in 1994? 

The rare 1795 NC2 struck over T.A.L. brought a fairly 
reasonable (I think) or a completely outrageous (CQR is 
$4500) $12,000. 

One of the major highlights of this sale was the auction 
of the C. Douglas Smith-Robert Schuman 1798 cents. The 
first of the shoot, a 1798 S-144 VF35, probably the finest 
known brought close to $35,000. Oooh, this was going to be 
rough! The next lot 1798 S- 145 VF35 brought over $5,000. 
The VF30 1798 S- 147 brought over $9,000. I brought the 
pretty 1798/7 S- 152 (8625) and the exceptional 1798 S- 154. 
third finest known ($5,750). Then the finest known S-156 
brought $26,450. Then I bought the pretty S-158 ($8,050). 
One of my favorites was the mint state 1798 S-160. A couple 
tiny spots, but clearly the finest known. It will have an 
appreciative home. Hey, at $33,350 it could buy its own little 
house here in Oklahoma. 

It’s hard to narrow down the highlights. AU55 1798 S- 
164 $28,750! 1798 S-173 MS60 $25,000. 1798 S-178 VF30 
$27,600. How about an MS60 1798 S- 181 at $33,350! Wow! 

But a few lots later another great ex CDS coin, the 1 802 
S-240, brought $13,800. I bought a nice mint state 1803 S- 
250 for $6,500+. Seemed cheap compared to the 98s! Later, 
the nice 1813 S-292 pretty close to AU for $2,750. The middle 
dates have been so weak the last couple years. It has been a 
great time to buy middle dates, but a tough time to sell them. 
They were stronger here. The first lot of the second session 
(actually the first session ran so long we just kind of stood 
up, sat back down and started session two), 1 8 1 6 N- 1 VF30 I 
had ballparked at $1,000, instead it brought a strong $1,750. 

I bought a beautiful (and I think rare) early die state 1816 
N-9 for $2,760. Not cheap but this brought about $3,500 in 
the Frankenfield sale. Then a few lots later the beautiful Ex. 
C. Douglas Smith 1817 N-12 at $5,750 (brought close to 


$7,000 in the March Wells sale). 

More typically the nice VF 1 8 1 8 N-4 brought over $6,000 
and a nice in my eyes AU 1 8 1 8 N-8 brought $1,150. The EF 
1819 N-7 brought $2,400. Hey, how old am I? I remember 
the day Peter Boisvert cherry picked this for $150. A nice 
Randall Hoard 1819 N-9 MS63 brought $1,955. That’s a lot. 

I thought I semi-cherried the 1 820 N-6 very sharp EF45+. A 
few lots later an 1 82 1 N-2 with mint red, one of the famous 7 
examples removed from the cornerstone of a Boston building 
in 1981 (the building was built in 1821), PCGS graded 
MS63RB brought over $14,000. 

I have never owned an 1822 N-14 (there are only 5 or 6 
known). In contrast I have owned a half dozen 1830 N-9’s 
and three 1834 N-7’s. Well, now I own one. And you can, 
too. It’s for sale somewhere in this catalog. 

There were many nice middle dates and I heard several 
comments on the consistent high quality. What does a $ 1 ,750 
1828 R1 in AU55 look like? Well, I thought lot 726 looked 
like a pretty good deal on that level. But you would have to 
see the coin to understand. 

Lot 802 is the only 1834 N-6 I have ever seen with mint 
red. At least two other bidders saw it as exceptional as well. 
It brought a strong $9,200, lot 803 a lesser AU55 with a scratch 
brought a still strong $2,400 

The late dates seemed to be mostly Ex. Robbie Brown 
III coins that were being offered for resale. (Doc Lee sold off 
most of his late dates earlier. ) But there were some great coins. 
A Portland area vintner got a fabulous coin in what is probably 
the finest known 1 849 Cent of any variety. (And at a couple 
thousand less that in RSB.) Another finest known MDS 1851/ 
8 1 sold for over $8,500. 

What a day. And what a great sale. Ron Guth did a 
fabulous job calling the sale. And of course the overall results 
were record breaking. But what made it a great sale was the 
quality of the participants. Over several days of lot viewing I 
heard comments again and again from the women Superior 
hires to show lots about how friendly and entertaining and 
nice the copper collectors were. And lot viewing was packed. 
Every flat space in the showroom was used to show lots. The 
library was opened for lot viewing and some of the offices. 
The day of the sale the room was full to overflowing. No 
chairs were available and it was standing room only. But no 
squabbling over space. In fact many people gave up their seats 
to half collectors saying they would trade back when the large 
cents came up. Well, you had to be there. Doc Lee did a great 
job of expressing it in the last paragraph of his bio. “I have 
and still do enjoy this wonderful hobby and especially the 
fellowship that I have had along the way. Time marches on, 
but I will always be able to look back upon this wonderful 
experience.” 
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Answers to the 1794 Quiz #3 


Chuck Heck 


1 . Dr. William Sheldon 

2. The coins were not able to stack properly. 

3. The S- 19b Head of “93 

4. George Clapp 

5. The S-45 

6. Reverse X 

7. Reverse X outlasted 6 obverse die pairings. 

8. S-63 or The Fallen 4 

9. The S-21 picture is actually a photo of S-20 

10. S-60 

We had a significant drop off in respondents for this quiz - only six this time, but I 
must say that the competition is really heating up between Bob Schuman and Pete 
Smith. Both had perfect scores of 10. That makes Bob perfect on all three quizes and 
Pete perfect on his two. Pete has been kicking himself for not doing quiz number 
one. There are rumors going around EAC Land that this “quiz thing” might have to 
be settled with an arm wrestling match, hot dog eating contest, or even a 26.2 mile 
marathon run. Now I happen to really like both Bob and Pete, but I think they are 
carrying this thing just a little too far. So in the interest of keeping the quiz 
interesting to the majority of members, I will tone down the degree of difficulty on 
Quiz #4. Heaven knows what will happen with Bob and Pete. 


************* 


COUNTERSTAMPED LARGE CENTS WANTED 

For my personal collection, which I have been gathering since 1955, I desire to purchase 
counterstamped large cents of all dates with the names and addresses of individuals, or individuals 
and their specialties, merchants, political slogans, and motifs. At this point, I am not interested in 
stray initials, numbers, or names which cannot be identified as to geographical location or trade. I 
would be pleased to make an offer for coins submitted to me, or invite you to send them on 
approval with an invoice. I am not looking for any bargains and will pay any reasonable price, as 
they are not for resale. Please let me hear from you. All correspondence will be answered. 

Dave Bowers, EAC #204 
P. O. Box 539 

Wolfeboro Falls, NH 03896-0539 
qdbarchi ve @ metrocast. net 
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1794 Quiz - Round Four 


Chuck Heck 

OK, so some of you EAC’ers are having trouble with some of the 1794 
questions. Here’s a quiz based solely on attribution diagnostics. Send your 
answers to me at either: Chuck Heck, PO Box 298, Bohemia, NY 1 1716 or 
e-mail me at CharlesHeck@msn.com . First prize for this quiz will be Walter 
Husak’s mint red 1 794 S-7 1 . That Walter - what a generous guy! 


1 . Which 1794 variety is known for a “bent” sixth lock of hair doing a 
90 degree downward turn towards the date? 

2. Which 1794 is known for very full (rounded) cheeks on Miss Liberty? 

3. Which 1 794 variety is especially known for 6 radial reverse die 
breaks? 

4. Which ’94 has the lower portion of the “9” embedded in the 
dentilation? 

5. Which collectible ’94 is known for the very wide ribbon ends on the 
reverse? 

6. Which ’94 variety typically has the center of the reverse “buckled” or 
raised up? 

7. Which ’94 variety is known for having 94 tiny stars placed among the 
reverse dentilation? 

8. Which ’94 variety is known for its rather sloppily prepared reverse 
die? 

9. Which ’94 variety has the “9” in the date placed much higher than the 
other digits so as to make the “4” look too low? 

10. Which 1794 variety has the fraction bar on the reverse completely 
missing? 
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MAKING SENSE 

John D Wright, NLG 


How soon can you guess the year that all of these things happened? 

Sailors of the British Royal Navy are dismayed to see their daily rum ration cut in half, with the 
missing half replaced by tea. A British penal colony is established at Brisbane, Australia. The 
British parliament rejects the first proposal for decimalization of British coinage. Such proposals 
will again be rejected in 1853, 1857, and 1918, before being finally accepted in 1963 (to be 
implemented in 1971). 

Russia agrees to relinquish all territorial claims on North America below 54 degrees 40 minutes 
North (the current southern limit of Alaska). Russians begin exploration of mainland Alaska, 
which is her undisputed claim (but for the Natives who have been there for several thousand 
years). 

Augustin de Iturbide, the deposed first Emperor of Mexico, returns secretly from exile. He is 
arrested and shot. It seems that at least in Mexico the term “exiled” really DOES mean “don’t 
ever come back”. 

The first of the ‘Laws of the Cherokee Nation’ is written in Sequoyah’s ‘talking leaf. In a mere 
three years the Cherokee Nation has become the most literate language-group on earth - 
almost 90% of all Cherokees can now read and write in their spoken tongue. Sequoyah’s 
syllabary has one symbol for each syllable-sound in the spoken Cherokee language. Anyone 
who speaks Cherokee can learn the symbols within two weeks and can now read and write 
Cherokee. Our own children should be so fortunate! 

A new school in Troy, NY breaks with the ‘Classical Studies’ tradition to concentrate on training 
in “Theoretical and Practical Science". Today Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute is one of the 
leading engineering schools in the nation. 

The first round barn is built this year in Hancock, NY. The design, with stalls around a central 
silo, is intended to save steps in feeding livestock. The ‘round bam’ idea will spread widely 
across the Midwest US. Cyrus McCormick invents a reaper-harvester that enables a man and 
two horses to harvest a field at three times the previous speed. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs in established as a subsidiary of the War Department. Though 
touted as “a venue to deal with our Native brothers”, its position in the governmental hierarchy 
(under the War Department) clearly states the ‘Manifest Destiny’ mindset of our nation for the 
next fifty years or more. 

Jedediah Smith locates “a gateway thru the Rocky Mountains” and leads a group of settlers thru 
it. This route, now called “South Pass” in Wyoming, will later become part of the Oregon Trail. 

Illinois declares all branches of the federally-chartered ‘Second Bank of the United States’ to be 
illegal and outlaws their operation in the state in competition with state-chartered banks. The 
US Supreme Court overturns Illinois’ declaration. 

Slavery is abolished in Illinois on August 2 of this year, which will be commemorated as 
‘Emancipation Day’ thereafter. Even after Abraham Lincoln issues his Emancipation 
Proclamation on January 1 almost 40 years later, blacks in Illinois continue to celebrate their 
own freedom every August 2. 
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If you have not yet recognized the year, the next items should give it to you. 

This is a Presidential-election year. None of the four candidates have a majority of the electoral 
votes, so the House of Representatives will choose a President next January from Andrew 
Jackson (99 votes), John Q Adams (84 votes), William Crawford (41 votes), and Henry Clay (37 
votes). Don’t automatically assume that “the most votes gets it.” 

The Marquis de Lafayette comes to the US for a year-long state visit. He tours the country, 
visits each of his surviving comrades-in-arms from the American Revolution, and is the darling 
of the nation. One private enterprise overstrikes and sells large circulating US coins, mostly 
large cents and half dollars, with smaller dies showing the bust of Lafayette and the bust of 
Washington. These bring a good price from today’s collectors. 

Lafayette’s visit was August 1824 thru September 1825, so all of the Washington/Lafayette 
overstrikes are on coins dated before 1 826. 

The US Mint struck six denominations in 1824 - three in silver, two in gold, and one in copper. 
Most of these were half dollars (70%) and cents (20%). Only one of these six denominations 
(the half eagle) is NOT known with the date over and earlier date. Interestingly enough, NO 
1824’s are over 1823. The quarter eagles are all 1824/2, as are some half dollars. The other 
four 1824 denominations come with the 4 over a 2. In fact, ALL dimes are quarters of 1824 are 
1824/2 overdated. One REALLY intriguing half dollar is called the “1824 Over Various Dates”. 
It was originally an 1820, overdated to 1822, then overdated again to 1824 - and all three digits 
(4/2/0) are clearly identifiable. 

Of the 1.262 million cents struck in 1824, probably around 300,000, bore the date “1823” or 
“1823/2”. See an earlier “Making Sense” article for more details on these. The rest were from 
one 1824/2 die (with two reverses) and three non-overdated 1824 dies ( with one reverse each). 
This is likely the second-scarcest year of the “short set” of US large cents (1816-1857). Though 
the 1821 cent is more expensive, I see more 1821 cents than 1824’s. 

The overdated 1824 cent comes up less often than the non-overdate. The only rare variety 
among the cents of 1824 is N5, which was likely the first-struck 1824-dated cent variety of the 
year. Its obverse has an 1824/2 date and its reverse has the leaf under the C of AMERICA 
barely to the center of that letter. The more common N1 variety (the other overdate) has this 
leaftip past the center of C and usually has a crack thru the bases of the reverse legend. The 
rarer 1824/2 variety can bring up to ten times the price off the more common one - IF the seller 
can locate a variety-collector who is eager to buy one. 

************* 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


WAYNE SLIFE writes, 

Your intro to the May 2003 issue of Penny Wise rang a bell for me in a number of ways, 
historical, geographical, and familial. 

One of my great-grandfathers served in the 21st Ohio Infantry Volunteers 
(Chickamauga), as did his father as well. Another served in the 24th Iowa Infantry Volunteers 
(Vicksburg). 
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Your mention of Iowa City, and of a good meal “on the Iowa River” put me in mind of 
many a good meal at the Amana Colonies, just west of Iowa City. I remember my father taking 
us to eat there when it was still the Amana Society (with communal dining halls and all) circa 
1930. (I still call it the Amana Society when I’m not thinking). And, after the war, my 
grandmother, wife, baby daughter and I had our weekly outing on Friday nights, when we drove 
down to the Amanas from Marion for dinner. Parenthetically, when I walked into the restaurant 
after a forty year absence and greeted Walter in German as usual, he responded with, “Are you 
still driving your tan 1946 Mercury?” Who says time doesn’t stand still? 

Thanks for your column, on a whole bunch of courts. 

* * * 


RON MANLEY writes, 

I had an odd feeling looking at the list of new EAC members in the January issue of P-W. 
There, listed as member #5086 was “Ron Manly” from Ruston, LA. Gee, isn’t it enough that I’ve 
had to go through life with an identical twin brother, growing up in LA? Seriously, I think it will 
provide great amusement having a “twin" in EAC. Now, if — dare I say when — I get into mischief 
at future EAC gatherings. I can blame it on him— just like the good ole days. 

************* 
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1800 HALF CENTS. 


No 1, Rev. A. 

No. 1, with reverse A. It is quite unnecessary to remark on the 
change in the design of the obverse of the half cent from that used in 1797 
to the type of the cent of the same year, our illustration gives a better idea 
than could words. The date is wide; the figures perfect and properly 
spaced, the final 0 is very near the bust, but does not touch it : from the 
tip of the nose to nearest point of y is 2-f, and to the lowest point of L is 
8; width of liberty at base is 7-J ; t is imperfect, the left end of its stand 
is missing. 

Reverse — This is very similar to that of 1797, reverse A ; the branches 
of the wreath terminating in single leaves ; 3 berries on left branch, and 4 
on right; a crack extends from the upper part of c, to the left, crossing 
the wreath and ending at base of E in united ; another smaller crack 
below it connects a pair of leaves with the main stem; the faint outlines 
of another leaf and stem are visible just below the terminal of the right 
branch ; a slight roughness is seeu in the field above D ; in America the 
letters ica are much wider spaced than the others; the 2 of the fraction 
is longer than the 0’s. It is possible that this reverse exists without the 
die being cracked, but as we have failed to discover any among the many 
we examined, we are inclined to think that this is the onlv variety of this 
year, 
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FROM THE INTERNET 


Gene Anderson 

Editor’s Note : This month’s column includes a summary of four months’ worth of 
Region 8 communication, rather than the usual two; Gene sent me a column for the 
May issue which was apparently lost somewhere in cyberspace, and my efforts to 
contact him about its absence went equally astray. As a result I learned that he had 
sent it, and he learned that it had not been received, when the May issue arrived in 
his mailbox. For future reference, other than ads, I acknowledge everything that I 
receive as a submission for P-W i This has been a consistent policy of mine from 
“day one,” having been personally frustrated in submitting contributions to other 
collector publications, only to have them “disappear down a dark hole,” as far as 
whether the editor in question has accepted, rejected, laid them aside for now, or 
what ! So, the lesson is: if you send me something for publication, I will acknowledge 
it-no exceptions! As a corollary, if you send me something and you don’t get an 
acknowledgment, you can rest assured that I didn’t get it, and you’d better try again! 

With the approach of the EAC Convention Version 2003, copper paralysis 
infected Region 8 during March and April. Very little discussion took place, as it seemed 
everyone was saving energy for the late April copper frenzy in Cincinnati. The pace 
picked up in May and June as people came down from their copper high. Why not join in 
the information exchange? We talk copper, and it’s free! Contact Mark Switzer at 
dci8i@olg.com and tell him you want to become a member of Region 8. 

Membership 

Region 8 currently has 325 members. Joining since our last report were Gary 
Young, Emily Matuska, Dean Pollack, Brian Carleton, Harry Salyards, Roy Flora, 
and Fred Turner. 

EAC 2003 

Jerry Stubblefield reported that the programs were great, and that he enjoyed 
seeing everyone at the convention. Steve Carr had a wonderful convention reporting that 
everything ran smoothly. Dan Trollan reported on the large cent happening. It was great. 
Next year, he would like a little more time between the reception and the happening. Also 
next year he plans to have a display case in which to place all of the coins brought in early 
before the table monitors show up. Greg Heim reported a great half cent happening. He 
wished to thank monitors and setup people. Jon Lusk had a projection setup that 
allowed everyone to see edge lettering on the coins if it existed. Jack Mullen reported 
having a fun first convention. The seminars, the happenings, the talk by John Adams, the 
sale, and the chance to meet other members made it a great experience. Steve Ellsworth 
reported that Cincy was one of the best conventions ever, but don’t they all seem that 
way? Dr. Wallace Lee likewise had a great time at the convention mentioning many of 
the same activities previously reported. 
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Looking 


Jerry Stubblefield is still looking for a holed 1 857 half cent. Also, he is searching 
for a copy of Greg Brunk’s book on counter stamps. (Isn’t there supposed to be an 
updated version coming out sometime?) Steve Carr is still looking for 1853 cents with 
misaligned dies. Devin Hipp is looking for some high quality photographs to go with his 
PCGS essay. He needs S48 (both sides and the edge), S79 reeded edge (both sides and the 
edge), and SI 06 through Sill. He is trying to determine when the S79 was struck in 
regards to when SI 06 through Sill were struck. Any input would be appreciated. John 
Whitney responded to Devin by referring him to his May 1999 Stack’s catalog that 
featured the sale of his 1796 collection. Pictures of both the obverse and reverse of all of 
the Sheldon varieties he was interested in are shown. 

Inquiries 

Bill Eckberg responded to an earlier request for information on what digital 
camera worked well for taking pictures of coins. Although not made anymore. Bill uses a 
Nikon Coolpix 995 with a macro (close focusing) lens. Later models should work as well. 
Bill says that angled sunlight works better than any other kind of light in producing an 
accurate picture. He sets up his camera on a tripod so the lens points straight down. The 
coin is placed on a piece of cardboard perpendicular to the lens. Bill Maryott asked for 
information on a coin listed for sale on Ebay. It was listed as an AU 1804 S-266C. It 
previously was listed with a $5,000 reserve and did not sell. It is an “estate sale” item 
without a return privilege. No provenance is given. The coin is unslabbed and 
unauthenticated. Why would such a coin be listed on Ebay with a starting bid of only 
$9.00? It sounds to good to be true per Bill. John Keyes wanted to know if a new issue 
of CQR was forth coming. He wondered why no mint state values for late dates were 
listed. Randy Snyder, after looking at lot 494 of the EAC 2003 Sale, inquired about when 
the “close collar” was first used in striking large cents. He states that the Sheldon varieties 
usually are not perfectly round, and the edges are often rounded-especially 1808 to 1814 
issues. Sheldon varieties tend to be wider east to west than north to south. Middle date 
cents starting with 1816 tend to be flat edged, nearly perfectly round, and show a slight 
bevel. Some 1817’s have very flat edges and sharp rims. They seem to be close collar 
struck pieces. In some circles, credit for the first close collar is given to William Kneass’s 
improvements for the dimes of 1828. Do we know for sure? Henry Hettger wished to 
know if anyone had interest in donating an XF 1816 cent to the museum of an historic 
home built in 1816 Georgetown, Washington, D.C. If so, please contact him at 
hettger@hotmaii.com . Don Stoebner asked for help in clarifying the attribution on a coin 

listed on Ebay as an S-180 (R6) that looked like an S-167 (R1) to him. 

Dave Wnuck asked about the name of an old time collector who filled in with 
white India ink the edge letters on his early cents. Gene Anderson responded that Homer 
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K. Downing (1898-1951) filled in the H and the D of his 1794 lettered edge cents with 
yellow ink. William Wallace Hayes (1821-1899) marked the edges of his 1794 cents with 
Maris numbers in white ink. Devin Hipp is doing research for an article on the Big Four 
early date large cents. He would appreciate any feedback especially about what collectors 
consider the Big 4 varieties today. Denis Loring replied to David that he had coined (no 
pun intended Denis?) the term the “Famous Four” of early cents. These were four 
varieties that are 

1 . Easily distinguishable as major varieties. Each listed in the Red Book. 

2. Rare, and exist mostly in low grade. 

3. Expensive, even overly so with respect to their actual rarity. 

4. In great demand among early cent collectors. 

These varieties are (1) 1794 starred reverse S48, (2) 1795 Jefferson Head S80 and 
NCs, (3) 1803 large date, small fraction S264, and (4) 1807/6 small over date S272. Denis 
stated that the four great rarities of the Sheldon numbers are SI 5, S37, S79, and S217. The 
“Famous Four” are not as rare, but are better known than the S15, S37, S79, and S217. 
Denis suggested researching old issues of Penny-Wise for information. Gene Anderson 
added that he remembered an article by Bill Noyes in the July 2001 Penny-Wise that 
stated that dealers’ “big four” varieties are S48, S80, S264, and S272. Bill stated that the 
real “big four” are SI 5, S37, S79, and S217. Mark Switzer asked for help with his 1786 
Vermont R9. Is there a similar variety that can be confused with the R9? Mark reported 
that several people sent him information directly. John Mullen asked about the practice 
of bathing copper in mineral oil and then drying them with a soft cloth. Is this common 
practice? Also, does resting a copper on felt in a cabinet drawer damage a coin over a long 
period of time? Doug Durasoff wanted to know what the patchy red areas were that 
showed up on the S146 displayed on Craig Hamling’s web site www.uscents com . Is this 
corrosion? Will it grow? Can it be removed? Bill Maryott responded to Doug’s question 
by quoting from Ronald D. Young’s book Contemporary Patination published by Sculpt- 
Nouveau. Section 1.1 Appendix 1 says, “Stated simply, a patina is a product of 
corrosion. Corrosion, which results when an oxide or sulphide forms on the surface of the 
medal, can do serious, irreversible damage if it is left unchecked. Controlled corrosion, 
however, can produce a patina that can protect the metal from further deterioration. 
Exposure to air at room temperature, copper is slowly attacked by atmospheric oxygen, 
resulting in the formation of red cuprous oxide (Cu20). Prolonged exposure to oxygen 
results in a deposit of black cupric oxide (CuO) on the cuprous oxide layer. A damp 
atmosphere increases metallic corrosion, introducing factors such as air pollution and 
electrochemical processes, which induce chemical changes in the oxide layer. Alloy 
additions can alter rates of oxidation and thereby the patina that forms... These oxides 
result in patinas of various colors...” Bill says he is not a metallurgist, but he believes the 
red patina is stabile and will not continue to corrode the coin. He thinks it would be 
mistake to try to remove it. Roxanne Himmelstein is looking for a price guide for early 
American copper in addition to Jack Robinson’s CQR. Anybody know of such a guide? 
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John Mullen is trying to locate pictures and/or descriptions regarding small and large 
size lettering on half cent edges. Robert Yuell asked for information on a couple of lots 
from old catalogs: Spink & Son USA Auction #1, 9/14/82:245(EF 40). What was the 
selling price? Also, Abe Kosoff, 11/4/1985:20. What was the grade and selling price? 
Gregg Silvis wanted confirmation that drafts of Walter Breen’s unpublished half cent 
book had limited circulation among some dealer during the late 1950s and early 1960s. Are 
there any copies of this draft being held by collectors? Terry Hess responded to Gregg 
that either Fred Lake or George Kolbe auctioned off a box of Walter Breen’s notes or a 
copy of that unpublished book. 

Good Deeds 

Roxanne Himmelstein reported surviving tax season again. She plans to continue 
to give out coins to kids at area coin shows. If anyone has low value coins to donate to 
the cause of interesting kids in numismatics, please forward them to Roxanne. Randy 
Snyder sent Roxanne a book that could be given out to some lucky kid. Jack Conour 
put together an Excel spreadsheet price list for the Wallace Lee/Doug Smith sale by 
Superior for anyone who wanted it. 


EAC Sale 

Denis Loring asked for feedback from members about the possibility of dividing 
the EAC Sale into two parts. If in two parts, how should the lots be divided up? What 
about sale times? Bill Eckberg responded that he had no objection to a two-day EAC 
sale, but all of the series should be kept together. Barry Kurian favored limiting the sale 
to 500 lots having it all on the same day. If held on two days, Barry felt the series should 
be kept together. Dr. Wallace Lee thought that the two-day sale had more disadvantages 
than advantages. Randy Snyder liked the idea of a two-part sale with the series being 
kept together. Phyllis Thompson voted for the two-day sale with the series being kept 
together. Fred Iskra likes the idea of a two-day sale with the series being kept together. 
A1 Boka stated that the convention is also a social event and to tie up two evening with 
the sale would hurt that aspect of the convention. He preferred a 500-lot limit and a one- 
day sale. Bill Eckberg said limiting the sale to 500 lots is not practical. The 500-lot 
number is only a target number. There is no move to increase that target goal. This year a 
couple of large consignments arrived at the last minute. M&G did not want to refuse a 
significant consignment from an EAC member. This made their job harder. It made Denis 
Loring’s auctioneer job harder. But they did it and did it well. Hopefully, this will not 
happen often. Discussion should focus on whether to split the sale even if there are 500 
lots or less. John Bailey liked the idea of having a two-day sale with 400 lots each day. 
John thinks that the EAC sale probably totaled more that EAC floor sales. The floor has 
a lot of fellowship and story telling, but people like to buy at the sale. This appears to be 
a trend. Bill Luebke favored a split sale with colonials, half cents, and late date large 
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cents on Friday and early and middle date large cents on Saturday. Otherwise, it is along 
wait for late date collectors. Dan Freidus said if the sale is split, keep similar material 
together. The colonial and numismatic literature sections are too small to attract the 
attention of serious collectors in those areas. These areas need to be larger if the idea is to 
attract consigners and collectors. March Wells said “No way!” to restricting the EAC 
sale to 500 lots. In 1985 the sale had 700 lots and no one complained then. This year the 
sale had 776 lots. Not a big difference. March said leave it to the catalogers. Any 
constraints will work to the disadvantage of consignors and buyers. It is a fact of life that 
the annual meeting costs money. Examples of costs are bourse space $6,000+, security 
$3,500+, tables and lights $1,500+, catalog printing and postage $7,000, and Thursday 
evening reception $4,600. All of this is subsidized by the sale. EAC income comes only 
from bourse fees and is not enough to cover such costs. It isn’t broke; so don’t try to fix 
it. 

Meetings 

Denis Loring confirmed an EAC meeting during the ANA show at the Baltimore 
Convention Center, One West Pratt Street, Baltimore, MD 21201 . EAC is to meet Friday 

August 1 st at 9:00 a.m. in Room 319. Chip Cutcliff reported that EAC Region IV held a 
meeting in conjunction with the Georgia Numismatic Associations show in Dalton. 
Attending were Steve Ellsworth, Norman Thomas, Eugene Williams, Barry Kurian, 
and Chip Cutcliff. Col. Steve brought 18 coins for show and tell. All were 1793 or 1799 
large cents. An interesting discussion followed on relative rarity, over dates, and strike 
followed. 

Kudos 


Mark Switzer was on the receiving end of thanks for his editing of Region 8. Bill 
Luebke and Roxanne Himmelstein both praised his efforts. Phyllis Thompson and 
March Wells congratulated Mark Switzer and his wife Rhoda for their great job handling 
lot viewing at the EAC sale. Phyllis also bragged on convention chair Rod Burress. Gene 
Anderson thanked retiring EAC Librarian Mabel Ann Wright and retiring EAC Sale 
auctioneer Denis Loring for their many years of service to the club. 

Cherry Picks 

Steve Carr found his third 1848 N 42. It grades F 12 maybe F 15 and is the nicest 
one he has discovered. 

Someone Really Said It 

Fred Iskra reported seeing a banged up 1855 large cent on Ebay described, 
“instead of being round it... appears to have eight sides... This coin is truly a treasure. 
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. . .My friend said he was not sure if the coin came from the mint this way... just imagine 
how much more this coin will be worth if it’s the only one known to exist in this shape.” 

Coin Fakes 

Bill Maryott spotted a fake 1793 Liberty Cap on Ebay that had previously been 
withdrawn after several EAC members pointed out to the seller that it was not genuine 
despite being slabbed by PCI. It is now described by the seller as an “error”. Buyers 
beware! Don Stoebner suggested contacting each of the bidders and warning them of the 
dubious nature of their intended purchase. 

News From the Past 

Jim Rolston recently purchased some old numismatic material that contained some 
interesting pricing information. The Standard Money Manual published by W.E. Skinner 
of Boston in 1892 revealed that the market price of a 1793 Chain AMERI cent graded 
“good” was $3.00. A 1796 and 1797 cent could be purchased for 5 cents each. In 1933, B. 
Max Mehl offered a pair of 1793 chain cents in “fair” condition for $6.25. 

Ebay Sightings 

Bill Maryott reported on a bidding frenzy regarding an 1 835 N-9 that ended at the 
$1,760 mark. While only an R4, this coin was a late die state with a large cud on the 
reverse and a previously unseen cud on the obverse. The list of bidders was a who’s who 
from EAC. The coin can be seen at http://www.irisgarden.com/i835N-9.ipg . Bill also reminded 
us to plan ahead for what will happen to our collections if we should die suddenly. This 
comment was prompted by a 1793 chain cent and a 1799 cent he spotted on Ebay. These 
coins apparently came form a high dollar collection that was brought in by 
unknowledgeable individuals and purchased out right by a firm. Did the seller get a fair 
price? We don’t know, but leave a plan for your non-collector family that will find 
themselves the new owners of your collection. Mark Ghiorso purchased an unattributed 
1804 spiked chin half cent on Ebay. It turned out to be a C5 in what looked like a fairly 
early die state. The coin grades VG obverse, F reverse, with smooth surfaces and no 
corrosion. There is no trace of a bulge to the right of the face on the obverse. The spiked 
chin is clearly visible. The reverse is rotated 20 degrees CW and the die state indicators 
are clearly defined but at the same time confusing. The bisecting crack is not complete. 
The upper limb begins at the rim above the A in STATES and continues to the upper 
comer of the A but not beyond it into the field above the leaf. The lower limb starts at the 
rim and continues to the C in AMERICA. You can clearly see the die chip at the base of 
the C as Manley describes for die state 1.0. The crack does not continue through the field 
to the lower right wreath branch. It picks up again in the wreath branch itself and 
continues through the field to the left of the branch up to and just past the top of T in 
CENT. There the crack terminates. There is no evidence of the crack from the rim to the 
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200 and on to the U in UNITED. Not all of the die state diagnostics for Manley State 3.0 
are present on this specimen. It looks more like State 2.0 that would make it pre-spiked 
chin which it isn’t. Bill asks if anyone has seen this situation before. Bill Eckberg replied 
to Mark by saying that the coin is almost certainly Manley State 3.0, though it is not 
inconceivable that some die state exists between M 2.0 and M 3.0. The problem is that 
these are not heavy breaks at first. To be absolutely sure, a higher grade coin would be 
needed. A high grade M 2.0 would also be needed. M 3.0 is a very interesting R 6 die 
state. Congratulations to Mark! 

Check It Out 

Ron Guth invited Region 8 members to check out the 1794 large cent images 
posted at http : //ww w. coi nfact s . com/LaraeC ents/ . Most of the coins are the finest known for the 
variety or close to it. It’s incredible. It’s free. 

Bad Guys 

Tom Reynolds reported that he had been to Miami for the re-sentencing of the 
two bad guys who robbed him in April 1999. One man received 24 months less the 7 
months already served. The other man received 27 months less the 8 months already 
served. They both received 2 years probation. No fines. No additional coins were 
recovered. Mark Switzer reminded everyone to have a healthy skepticism when it came 
to purchasing four and five figure coins on Ebay. Overgrading and misrepresentation are 
common. Do your homework before bidding. Proving Mark’s point, Roxanne 
Himmelstein reported one someone who has a “genuine” 1815 large cent for sale on 
Ebay plus a S-22 described as being an R7. Shawn Yancey similarly bemoaned the 
decrease of good copper on Ebay, and what appears to be an increase in overgrading and 
fantasy coin descriptions. He reports seeing photos taken from previous auctions and re- 
listing them by non-owners. Caveat emptor! 

Proposed Bylaws 

Craig Handing pointed out that the proposed bylaws provide a two-term limit for 
officers. This would be a major change. Jon Warshawsky replied to Craig’s comments by 
saying that the proposed bylaws do indeed provide for a limit of two consecutive terms 
for officers. The idea is to force some kind of succession planning and make sure there’s 
some “new blood” once in a while. Other key issues addressed include acknowledging 
Region 8, providing for policies and procedures written outside the framework of the 
bylaws to govern things like the convention and financial controls, allowing the Board to 
remove the Editor-in-Chief, and how to handle suspension and termination of 
membership. Ed Bode suggested dividing the proposed revision into sections that could 
be voted on separately. 
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Don’t Go There 


Mark Switzer coolly refrained from publishing an exchange of e-mails concerning 
some large cents that were up for sale on Ebay. Mark pointed out that discussion of 
alleged deception or fraud in such sales is courting possible legal action. Craig Hamling 
inquired about the possibility of having discussion about Mark’s decision. Mark replied 
that a wide-ranging discussion is possible. However, “no personalities” would be 
discussed which would include accusations or personal attacks. Alan Gorski noted that 
there is not much we can do about poorly graded and misattributed large cents on Ebay. 
Robb Roote added that everyone could determine if a coin is attractive to the point where 
they wish to own it regardless of the grade given to it by the seller. However, new 
collectors are at a disadvantage if dependent on the seller’s grade, and they are using a 
price guide to determine what is a fair price. In this situation, they could overpay. Robb 
doesn’t mind if some people t hink he has overpaid for a purchase if he is happy with that 
purchase. However, Robb does think that if the authenticity of a coin is at issue, EAC 
members should express their reservations especially to other EAC members. Ted Reid 
also pointed out the obvious problems with Ebay grading, descriptions, and pictures. He 
suggested a password protected web site where such matters could be discussed among 
EAC members. Bill Maryott reported disappointing results when contacting Ebay’s Safe 
Harbor about possible fraud in their coin listings. 

************* 
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SWAPS AND SALES 


EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve lines are 
free. ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, AND PAID IN 
ADVANCE. Due to increased production costs, effective immediately, a full page ad is $100. 
Graphic and halftone setup is an additional $60 per page. One third page is $35. Ads should 
be limited to early American Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the 
September 2003, issue is August 31, 2003. All ads must include the individual membership 
number of a current member in good standing. Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. 
Salyards, 606 North Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 68901. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Pennv-Wise . does not examine any of the material 
advertised in Pennv-Wise , nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American 
Coppers, Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material 
described therein) and no part shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All 
transactions arising or relating to any advertisement in Pennv-Wise shall strictly be between the 
parties thereto. Complaints concerning advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to the 
President of Early American Coppers, Inc.; complaints may result in abridgment, suspension, or 
terminations of membership or advertising privileges. 

************* 


What others think of 'The CENT Book" JOHN D. WRIGHT, EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN: The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like 
enjoying a personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY: Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books confusing 
and hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, 
and Sheldon, but yours is the best. 

JULES REIVER: Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen which 

can be used to attribute coins without having my coins available for 
checking. Your pictures are so sharp that they make attributing an absolute 
pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See 'The CENT Book" ad in this section. 


************* 


JERRY BOBBE, EAC #184 P.O. Box 25817 Portland, OR 97298 

(503) 626-1075 

Madness, intrigue, political struggle, power, greed ... is it another pre-auction collusion 
session? No!! It's a series of early coppers that weaves one through the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution and American Independence, the French Revolution, the political and social ills of 
Britain, and the lives of the elite and the commoner. BRITISH TOKENS! Send for your free 
copy of The Token Examiner, the world's most informative and entertaining price list of the 18th 
Century Aconder@ series. Superb quality, great rarities, bizarre die states, errors, trial pieces 
and patterns our specialty. This series has it all; and with the exception of expensive US related 
colonials (i.e., Washington pieces, Theatre at New York, et al), at prices not seen by large cent 
collectors for over half a century! 


************* 
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CHARLES DAVIS, EAC #142 P.O. Box 547 Wenham, MA 01984 

Sole distributor for United States Large Cents by William Noyes. 
Volume I (1793 - 1814) & Volume II (1816 - 1839) $240.00 postpaid 

Volume I not available separately; Volume II only $ 85.00 postpaid 

Encyclopedia of U S. Large Cents S-1 to S-91 $ 65.00 postpaid 


************ 

EXCEPTIONAL COPPER FROM THE 1790's: British tokens and books about them. We publish 
Dalton and Hamer, distribute the new 19th century copper token reference and stay in close touch 
with the British token market. We offer hundreds of 18th century "Conder" tokens each year as well 
as other series including 19th century copper, silver and (occasionally) gold tokens, British medals, 
British copper currency and out-of-print and important books and catalogs about tokens. Write for a 
free catalog. 

ALLAN DAVISSON, EAC #3299 Cold Spring, MN 56320 (our full address) 

(320) 685 - 3835 FAX (320) 685 - 8636 Email: coins@cloudnet.com 


************* 


RON MANLEY, EAC #3909 300 Tumberry Circle Brentwood, TN 37027 

Now Available for Sale: "The Half Cent Die State Book: 1793-1 85 7” 

This 300 page hardbound reference book was the winner of the 1999 EAC Literary Award and the 
1999 NLG "Best U.S. Coin Book" Award. Edited by Bob Grellman, it is packed with new and 
updated information on all business strike half cent varieties. Separate obverse and reverse 
descriptions are provided for each die state. Also included are over 250 plated die states, emission 
sequence revision, rarity estimates, reverse rotation data for each variety, references to major 
copper sales, blundered edge examples, and more. Large photographs (3-inch diameter for 
varieties; 2-inch diameter for die states). 

$75.00 postpaid (autographed on request) 

************* 


BILL MCKIVOR, EAC #4180 PO Box 46135 Seattle, WA 98146 

BmcKivor@iuno. com or Copperman@ThecoDPercomer.com (206) 244 - 8345 

Dealer in quality tokens at reasonable prices. Specialist in English "Conder" tokens, Evasions, 19th 
Century tokens, unofficial farthings, historical medals, and more. 

Cobwright's book on Evasion Tokens available at $27 postpaid. 

Many EACeris receive my free lists - get yours today. 

Also - a work in progress - my new WEB SITE - www.Thecoppercomer.com. 

************* 


RON GUTH, EAC #444 P.O. Box 900 LaJolla, CA 92038 

ron@coinfacts.com 

For FREE information about U.S. Copper Coins (including Colonials, Half Cents, and Large 
Cents) please visit the CoinFacts website at www.coinfacts.com. Our goal (lofty as it may 
seem) is to illustrate and describe every known variety of every U.S. coin. Use the site as a 
FREE resource and if you have images or information to contribute, I’d love to hear from you. 

************* 
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ATTRIBUTION & GRADING SERVICE 


I offer an attribution and grading service for Half Cents and Large Cents. This service includes the 
variety designation, die state (if appropriate), and my opinion of the sharpness and net grade. The 
information is recorded on a personalized 2x2 card that accompanies each coin. Price for the 
service is $1 per coin, plus return postage. No quantity limit, fast service, lifetime guarantee. 

New book available: The Die Varieties of United States Large Cents 1840 - 1857 is ready for 
delivery. Every known die variety and die state of 1840 - 1857 large cents I fully described, with 
additional rarity information for rare die states. Deluxe hardbound, 464 pages, over 100 
photographs. Price is $100 postpaid. Autographed on request. 

BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 PO Box 951988 Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 


************* 


PHIL FLANAGAN, EAC#425, CTCC #9 PO Box 1288 Coupeville, WA 98239 

x.flan@verizon.net 1 -360-240-8366 

BRITISH TOKENS is my specialty and has been since about 1970 with my first token 
purchases made in 1963. They fascinated me even before the Dalton & Hamer book was 
reprinted the first time by Seaby in 1967. And, the best part, they were and are cheaper and 
similarly fascinating as our large and half cents - even colonials! Many Uncirculateds can be 
had for $25 or $30!! I've expanded into 17th and 19th century English tokens as well as 
evasions, unofficial farthings and BOOKS! I issue several free lists a year with HUNDREDS of 
tokens. Just Email or call or write me. I have a 21 day return policy for any or no reason! So, 
no risk - take a look! Even a layaway plan for those that want it. Try a little beginner's group of 
these to fit your pocket book! 


************* 


What others think of "The CENT Book": Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 

TOM DELOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends a 
warm, human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature published 
since Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didn't leave out a 
thing. I am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is 
what I would expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO: The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice touch 

and keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See 'The CENT Book:" ad in this section. 


WILLIAM C. NOYES, EAC #353 Box 428 Monument Beach, MA 02553 

CQR / NOYES CONDITION CENSUS, 1793 S-1 through 1814 S-295 

• Same small format as CQR - easy to carry to shows. 

• AN modem coin histories - listing grades and prices. 

• Absolutely essential for every buyer of large cents. 

• Top 12 to 20 coins listed for each variety. 

Now available! 

Send all orders to me at the above address. Cost $35 plus $3 postage. 

************* 
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TOM REYNOLDS, EAC #222 P.O. Box 390001 Omaha, NE 68139 

(402) 895-3065 


1826 

C#2 

R3+ 

XF45 

$1000 

Brown with some areas of lighter brown. Choice, 
proof-like surfaces. Some minor circ. marks. State 
1.0. A+ 

1814 

S-294 

R1 

XF45 

4000 

Crosslet 4. Chocolate with choice, frosty surfaces. 
Old, tiny scratch between stars 5-6. C 

1817 

N14 

R1 

AU50+ 

275 

Medium brown with smooth, frosty surfaces. Some 
very minor circ. marks. A+ 

1855 

N9 

R1 

MS63 

1900 

Knob On Ear. Brown with 35% mint red. Choice, 
lustrous surfaces. E-MOS, state d, so the knob is 


starting to raise. Tied for Condition Census #9. 
Comes with a Grellman Attribution and Grading card 
as a 63. C 

Send name and address to receive free price lists or see web site at: www.EarlvCoppers.com . 


************* 


HENRY T. HETTGER, EAC #2349 P.O. Box 2018 Arlington, VA 22202 

(703) 979-1942 


1794 S-20 R4 Head of 1793, straight date, Fine-12 corroded net AG-3 $ 365 

Date and portrait are very bold. 

1817 N-7 Mouse VF-35 / net VF-25, rim ding, ex-Rod Burress 150 

1829 N-5 R3 VF-30/25 lovely light brown, ex-Rod Burress, Med. Letters Rev. 775 

1830 N-6 R4 PCGS VF-20 / EAC:20 EDS well struck, Medium Letters Reverse 325 

1834 N-5 R5 ANACS AU details net VF-20, some corrosion, light scratches 425 


1843 N-6 MDSrimcudstar13,NGC MS-64 BN EAC: MS-62 ex-Newcomb Plate 1350 

coin, Stack’s MS-65 Starr Sale, Naftzger, 1990 EAC Sale, much 
underlying mint red and brown. Great pedigree! 


************* 


GENE ANDERSON, EAC #4718 P.O. Box 9037 Paris, TX 75461 

genea@1 stamet.com 

WANTED FOR MY PERSONAL COLLECTION: 

Dr. G. G. Wilkins counterstamped coins/tokens. Especially interested in those Wilkins 
coins/tokens with a second counterstamp. 

EAC membership token. 

R. E. Bynum saloon token. 

Any EAC counterstamped coin/token issued to an attendee of an EAC convention such as “EAC 
69” tokens made by Tom Wolf in Miami. Any professionally made tokens of EAC 
members. 

1836 N6 Newcomb die state IV which has a “new delicate crack from rim over “M” through 
the top of “E” to rim over upright of “R”. 
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7221 Trading Post Lane 


SCOTT WILLIAMS, EAC #681 
williash@aol.com 


Las Vegas, NV 89128 
(702) 254-1929 


I am closing down my modest collection and all books associated with Large Cents. The coins 
are all gone but I have quite a few books relating to Large Cents. Please list the following 
books, prices negotiable, plus shipping. There are many others if anybody would like to call or 
send a want list. 

Early American Cents. ©1949 1st edition with dust jacket - $75. 

Coinage of 1793, Cents and Half Cents , Crosby, soft cover loose, 1897 reprint by Hewitt - $60. 
Anderson DuPont catalog, Part 1, US Large Cents, Sept. 24 & 25, 1954, w/PR, w/plates - $70. 
United States Copper Cents 1816-1857, H. R. Newcomb, brown cover, ©1944, w/plates — $100. 
The Early Coins of America, Sylvester S. Crosby, 1945 reprint of the 1875 edition, green cover - $125. 


March , 1880. The Coin Collector’s Journal. 


87 


Auction Sales Explained. 

We have been requested by a number of subscribers to explain 
some peculiarities of the coin auction business, and we do not think we 
can do better than publish extracts from one letter with our explana- 
tions : 

“I live about three hundred miles from New Fork, and am in the 

habit of sending bids on every auction sale to of your city to 

execute for me. After sending on my bids as usual for the last sale, 
business called me to New York, and, having - some spare time, thought 
I would go and see how my bids were being executed, and as 1 heard 
many tilings which I could not understand, I thought it best to write 
to yon for advice before demanding an explanation of . For in- 

stance, 1 sent a bid on a piece for § 2 . 00 , and was surprised to hear it 
started at §1.50, while a similar line of coins before it had been knocked 
down at 50c. each, but this is not all; there were no further bids from 
any one in the room, so my faithful agent called out to the seller to make 
it §1.80, which was duly done by the auctioneer ordering the bookkeepers 
to alter the price to that figure.” 

At first glance, the facts you state would appear very strange to any 
one not used to the business, but as you certainly would not send your 
orders to any one you did not have confidence in, we should have thought 
that might have worked out a solution of the apparent contradiction in 
your own mind. The gentleman to whom you sent your bids — our rule 
excluding advertisements from our paper prevents our giving his name — 
is perfectly reliable, and of course has many other clients besides yourself, 
and when he is in the auction room he represents every' person who has 
intrusted their bids to him. You say in effect that you wanted a certain 
coin, and, if it could not be bought cheaper, were willing to pay §2.00 for 
it. Now, as the case proves, another collector wanted it at §1.75, and if 
he had been in the room would have bid on it. to that amount. There 
may have been several other bids in the same dealer’s hands, but as you 
were the only one who ordered §1.75 to be exceeded, they do not make 
any difference in this case, unless, there being no opposition in the room, 
it had been knocked down to your agent for 25c. Then, of course, 
you would have wanted it, and so would the $1.75 man, and so on down 
to every collector who sent a bid on the piece above 25 cents. You might 
possibly say to yourself, But what is the use of making me pay $1.55 
more than it could be bought for; the other parties could not have got it 
anyhow, although they made me pay more for it ? One moment’s con- 
sideration will show you that this is untenable, as it would cause dissatis- 
faction all round ; besides, 'the seller has some right, and it would be just 
as immoral for the buyers to combine against the seller as for the dealers 
to run up prices, for the sake of the extra commission against buyers. 

Editor’s Comment : 123 years later, the prices are Orders of Magnitude greater, but the procedure is 
essentially unchanged! 
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IN MEMORIAM: STU HODGE 


John M. Ward 


The emotions I experienced Sunday, June 29, upon reading Ed 
Jasper's Region 8 report of Stu Hodge's death were 
indescribable--disbelief , incredulity, impossibility. How 
could so vibrant a member at the Cincy EAC just 10 weeks ago 
no longer be with us? 

As did Jon Warshawsky, I first met Stu at a Dallas EAC 
Convention, but at the first of the three that he and Ed 
hosted. All three were great and each was better than the 
previous one. At all of them I volunteered to show lots--in 
those days, one needed only one lot shower at a time and then 
not full-time! It was then and remains a great way to meet 
members one on one in a relaxed setting. 

I drove to all the Dallas conventions, of course. At the last 
one, my five-year-old pickup truck had severe transmission 
problems. Among his other tasks that year, then, Stu very 
generously volunteered to follow me to a Grapevine repair 
shop and then ferry me back to the hotel. From that time on, 
Stu always referred to the 1993 convention as "the one where 
your transmission went out," not as "the one we put together 
on short notice." He always put things in terms of the other 
person's perspective. 

A standout member of the EAC, Stu was probably one of the 
very few who commanded respect from everyone. He was not one 
to engender hostility or foment strife. In an organization 
that has seen any number of controversies over fiercely 
defended positions, Stu always seemed to stay above the fray 
to the best of my knowledge. He indeed will be sorely missed 
by his many friends . 


IN MEMORIAM: BILL WEBER 
John M. Ward 


Because I had not yet checked for Region 8's latest issue on 
Sunday, July 6, Darwin Palmer was the source of my news of 
Bill Weber's death. Although a friend’s death is rarely 
anticipated. Bill's demise was at least appropriate to his 
age and not as shocking as the death of Stu Hodge, 24 years 
his junior. I believe Bill sensed the limits of his mortality 
when at the Las Vegas convention he explained his decision to 
sell his world-class half cent collection later that year. 

I first met Bill in 1982, when he and Elaine invited several 
EAC members to a get-together at their beautiful San Jose 
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home during the year my company transferred me to California. 
Two aspects of that visit 21 years ago always stood out-- 
Bill's gracious hospitality to one he had never met before 
(and a large cent person at that!) and my exposure to what I 
thought would be a truly rare culinary exerience: a walnut 
pie. Well, the pie was great, but it turned out to be merely 
California's version of the South's very familiar pecan pie. 

Bill was always a great friend and we visited at length at 
each convention we both attended. Aside from this article, my 
last tribute to him was clue 53 down in the September 2002 
puzzle in Penny-Wise: "Collect a la Bill Weber." The answer 
was "amass"--that was the way Bill collected friends as well. 
We will all miss him. 


My apologies to all for missing 
last month's deadline, especially 
after ascertaining in Cincinnati 
that enough interest exists to 
warrant continuing the puzzles. I 
just flat let the time slip by and 
this offering (a last-minute idea) 
took more work and time than ones 
previously had, for some reason. I 
promise to do better; in fact, Harry 
has the puzzle for next issue in hand 
already. I will try to stay one issue 
ahead from now on. 


SOLUTION TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE 
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CONVENTION PUZZLE 

John M. Ward 


ACROSS 


1 RF carrier, half used 
4 Estuary 

7 Miserables 

1 0 1 200 in reverse 

1 3 Prefix for recent 

1 4 Close to bad repute 

1 6 Corrida cheer 

1 7 Vaudevillian stuck in 
the 1 920 ' s? 

19 Miss Piggy's protest 

20 Hodgepodge 

21 Sun. lesson? 

22 Children's break 
24 Ural hangout 

26 Illegal drive-rsions 

28 Medical culvert, as it were 

29 Not near 

30 Greek goddess of victory 

31 a factor in WW-II defense, 

as Rosie the Riveter 

34 Fratricidal sibling 

35 2003 convention venue 

38 A friend in 

39 The span between 9 and 1 1 

40 Meat stamper? 

41 Suffix for skill 

42 Bad Biblical dental practice 
46 Inaccurate mesh 

49 Germanic conqueror 

50 Joyous exuberations 

51 It's 227 yrs. old 

54 Fork feature 

55 Prefix for dent 

56 What dogs may consider 
their owners? 

59 Cath. or Prot . 

60 Elbow: :: :leg 

61 An opera house or an NLer 

62 Last year's jrs. 

63 Uncle Sam's recruiting 

arm for yrs. 

64 Antoine , Belgian 

woodwind maker 

65 Leadin for len or Ion 


DOWN 


1 Hair nets 

2 " market" (dispose 

of right now) 

3 Woman's dress part 

4 " Bravo,” 1959 film 

5 Types, dispagaringly 

6 Not aweather 

7 Alamos 

8 Corundum 

9 More than dry 

10 Bob Hope, e.g. 

11 Uncle, aunt, et al. 



12 Maker famous for its 
onion pattern 
15 Surprise convention 

attendee (name reversed) 

18 Featured speaker on 4-25-03 
23 Where EAC met this year 
25 What a strandee needs 
27 Precollegiate predental 
inst. of learning? 

29 Common oxide 

32 Wharton School grad, degree 

33 Army NCO 

35 Turn a mirror into a window 

36 If seen in the sunset, they're 
song subjects 

37 Thought tracks, briefly? 

38 "Let's do it by the " 

43 Sayings of some stature 

44 Shakespearean verse form 

45 Anagram for honest 

47 Record world holder 

48 Russian has-beens 

52 Luminous stellar bodies 
in a planetary context 

53 Not in port 

57 Elected Brit, leaders 

58 Six or jinx 
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Give him/her a 

VE%3(S < PECIM> GI<FT 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 


Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 


